IN THIS ISSUE:

A28 PORT [T

Kaipupu Point

Sounds Wildlife Sanctuary

NEWSLETTER December 2009

Bird Count 2009

MISSION STATEMENT
Fence Ends Update

“To enrich the community through the restoration and
guardianship of an indigenous Marlborough Sounds wildlife
sanctuary, in which the natural ecosystems, native flora and

fauna flourish in a predator-free environment that can be
appreciated by all.”

Old Hut Goes

Friends Evenings
Coming Soon. . .

Thanks, King
You can share in and support our vision as we work

Water for the Birds towards the . ..

“Restoration of an indigenous Marlborough Sounds
environment for ever, for everyone.”

New Coordinators
Volunteers Page

Christmas Gifts with
a Kaipupu Touch



NOVEMBER 2009 BIRD TALLY
Contributed by Diane Johns

On Saturday November 7" 3 of us undertook the
third 5 minute Bird Count. The weather was perfect
for counting but on the eastern side we
encountered a lot of port noise. But as the birds are
used to this noise it does not affect them. We just
have to increase our listening ability! Vince Cowie
was our guide this year and he got roped into being
our scribe as Brenda was unable to come with
Heather and myself. We located the 7 count
stations easily as the tracks were reasonably open.
Next year we would like to add 1 or two more
stations on the newer circuit track as it goes into the
older bush on the north and eastern aspects of the
Point.

This year our count was very similar to 2009 with
15 species. The predominant bird remains the
silvereye (wax eye) with 43 this year compared with
34 in 2007 and 44 in 2008. Unlike the previous 2
years we heard fewer bellbirds but saw a few tuis.
More chaffinches were counted than in previous
years and greenfinch joined the count for the first
time.

Native birds in the area include wekas, fantail
(piwakawaka), silvereye (wax eye), riroriro, tui,
bellbird (korimako), brown creeper, grey warbler,
keruru, and welcome swallow, along with various
shags, gulls, and other coastal birds including the
little blue penguin.

The thrill was seeing a family of Weka, 2 adults and
2 chicks. They were feeding by the track and took
no notice of us watching them.

WE ARE HUGELY PROUD TO HAVE AS OUR
INAUGURAL RIMU SPONSOR

Cook Strait Ferry

Don’t forget to acknowledge and support our
sponsors, and recommend their services to
friends and family . . .

The recent 5-minute bird count (5MBC) was the
third annual survey used to monitor the birds on
Kaipupu Point. These surveys are being conducted
to give us a base-line number so that we will be
able to track the effect on the bird life as the fence
is completed and trapping intensifies. It is intended
that these counts will continue for several years to
plot any changes in the bird species and numbers.

A team of at least 3 people conducts 5 MBC with 2
observers and one scribe. They stand at a
designated station for 5 minutes and record all birds
seen or heard. Following this they move to the next
station, which should be at least 200m from the
previous one, and repeat the count. The stations
have to be far enough apart to avoid counting birds
twice. Currently we have 7 count stations identified
on the Point but intend to add 1-2 more as the track
access improves. We have not been able to reach
the NE part but should be able to cover that area
next year.

These counts are seen as an index rather than an
actual numbers of birds present. They record the
type of birds present and give an indication of
density of populations.

We may also be able to ascertain the type of bush
that the birds prefer on Kaipupu Point, which will
help with deciding on the bush restoration.



KAIPUPU GETTING CLOSER TO
BEING CLOSED TO PREDATORS

The landward section of the fence has now been
finished, and work is underway to have the sea
ends constructed. Paul Mann has put in many,
many hours of his time and expertise designing the
parts of the fence that will be in the sea, and
sourcing the specific materials that will be durable
enough for this purpose

A huge thank you for great support goes out to
Gary Kenny of Kenny's Barging (who provided
manpower and the barge); Crafar and Crouch
(manpower and a pile driver) and Port Marlborough
(piles). Six piles have been driven in the tide at the
Careys’ Boatyard end of the fence, ready for
installation of special grade stainless steel fencing
mesh. The two piles required on the Shakespeare
Bay side of the fence will placed in the near future
and the fence will then be attached to the piles.
Paul Mann and his team (lver Roser, and John
Carr) have done a huge amount of work to get us to
this point, and are looking forward to completing the
sea ends in the next few weeks.

PEST PATROL

Spraying spring weed growth is an ongoing task..
Gorse, broom, old mans beard, and blackberry
(among others) must be kept under control through
a regular spraying programme. Currently, the area
around the fenceline is sprayed, as well as spot
spraying around the rest of the headland -
particularly where wilding pines have come down
and weeds have sprung up in the new light gap.

Volunteers from Outward Bound placed stoat and
rat traps on Kaipupu earlier in the year. Peter
Thorne-George has been doing all the stoat and rat
trapping for us so far with good results.

Our existing traps each weigh around 6kg and are
cumbersome in dimensions — which makes it pretty
awkward for our volunteers to drag about the hills.
Presently these traps have to be cleared and re-set
on a regular basis.

We’re about to take a major step forward — just
arrived are 15 revolutionary NZ-designed rats
and stoat traps, hot off the designer’s desk!!

The new “Henry” tree-mounted traps use a CO,
powered piston to re-set automatically, so can Kill
up to twelve stoats or rats before the gas canister
needs replacing. The Henry, compact in size and
only 400g, is also much easier to handle in steep
and bushy terrain.

While the Henry traps are relatively expensive on
an individual basis, they will improve our predator
kill rates, and free up our very valuable volunteer
manpower to move on with other activities as we
head towards an indigenous, predator free,
Marlborough Sounds Wildlife Paradise!

A possum-variant of the Henry trap is in
development — and we are keen to look at this once
its on the market. Some limited possum trapping
took place on Kaipupu during the winter, and in the
last week traps have again been set along the
fence line with good kill rates (twelve possums over
seven traps in just a few nights).

ON TRACK

There is always track work to be done out at
Kaipupu. A series of access tracks built by our
volunteers enables physical management through
including trapping, weed pest clearance and so on.
A number of ridge tracks connect through a link
track right around the whole headland.

Windthrow, the constant growth of scrub and under
storey plants, and some isolated erosion requires
ongoing track maintenance so that other jobs, such
as trapping can be done as efficiently as possible.

Plans for the walking tracks that will eventually
provide visitor access through the sanctuary have
been scoped with assistance from DoC and
construction of these is still a little way off.



A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
NEW ZEALAND KING SALMON

In September the Interpretation Panel, now situated
at the Shakespeare Bay lookout, was officially
‘opened’ by Stewart Hawthorn on behalf of NZ King
Salmon. Sponsored through a special grant from
New Zealand King Salmon, it traces the story of
Kaipupu Point, and includes information about
Kaipupu Point along with the vision the society has
for this ‘mainland island’.

We especially acknowledge NZ King Salmon for
their generous sponsorship of this panel. Thanks
also to the Rick and Josh Edmonds for their design
work that makes the panel so striking.

WATER FOR THE BIRDS

Birds need water. Because of the steep slope of
the Kaipupu Point headland, water doesn'’t stick
around very long, running off quickly. Our
volunteers have developed a prototype bird water
station is and are experimenting to make sure the
Kaipupu birds have a
source of fresh drinking
water while avoiding “bird-
bath” situation, where the
birds could foul the water
supply. We will bring you
more news of this as
progress continues.

COORDINATORS APPOINTED

With a very strong response to our call for a
coordinator, and lots of things to achieve, we've
taken the opportunity to get two new people on
board in what is effectively a job-share of the role
as it was originally scoped.

Jenny Keene, who has a strong history of project
work in environmental projects, joins us as Project
Coordinator while Tania Cowie brings her excellent
skills and formidable enthusiasm to the role of
Administration Officer. Welcome, Tania and Jenny,
and thank you for joining us on the very exciting
journey.

We'd also like to note here the huge support that
Port Marlborough has given the project through
funding of beginning of Kaipupu Point until the
appointment of our own independent coordinators.

HUT REMOVAL

In November, the old tin hut was removed from the
Kaipupu. David Nichols kindly provided his boat
and, with John Carr and Shane Neal, took all the
iron to Shakespeare Bay and disposed of it via the
goodwill of Port Marlborough staff. This was
another big job that was undertaken over a number
of weeks. There have been a few questions about
this hut — when and why was it built? What has it
used for all these years? We’re keen to learn more
about the hut. We've heard several good stories,
and if someone can find the real one, we’'d love to
know more about this piece of our history!




THANKS VOLUNTEERS!! [I'm not sure if we give
you the recognition you deserve and | want to
assure you that your efforts are very much
appreciated and we are all aware that without you
Kaipupu would not progress at all. Like all groups
everyone has a role to play but in the end it is the
actual work being done on the project that ensures
its success or not.

Personally | would like to see a program developed
that highlights the jobs coming up and roughly the
time of the year that they need to be done. | feel if
each volunteer had such a program they could
decide when they can be available and plan their
lives accordingly. There are always those sudden
changes in circumstances but overall I'm sure this
would work for everyone involved.

If you think this idea has some merit please let me
know and | will be more than happy to work with the
committee and the Supervisors to get something
going. Hopefully we are going to have a long hot
summer and the chance to progress the Kaipupu
Point project even further.

TEAM LEADERS WANTED

Team Leaders are people who have stepped up to
take ownership of a particular task on Kaipupu, and
are responsible for organising others who volunteer
to come along as well. Right now we have three
Team Leaders: David Nichols, Paul Mann and
Vince Cowie. We'd love to get some more project
tasks underway, and would warmly welcome
anyone who would llike to volunteer in this way.

Tasks currently awaiting new Team Leaders are:

e Wilding Pine removal
e Trapping - stoats, rats, possums
e Planting programme

We can help get you started, provide you with
ways/ideas for getting the equipment you need,
send you the names of others who have
volunteered to work with you on your particular
project, and generally provide you with as much
positive and practical support as we possibly can.
Many hands make light work, and Team Leaders
with their teams can move mountains!

GOT A SPARE HOUR ORTWO ON A
SATURDAY MORNING?

We always need people who'd like to come along
on a regular (or irregular) basis, and help out with
different tasks - it might be spraying one Saturday,
weed-eating the next, clearing tracks the next.

Right now, there are Team Leaders out on Kaipupu
every Saturday morning, so you have the chance
every weekend to do a little for Kaipupu.

So, have a think about whether you have a bit of
time and energy to spare to volunteer, or if you
have a wish to be a Team Leader.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN . ..

The Kaipupu Point Management Committee is:
Alan |zard (Chair), Peter McMillan (Treasurer),
Susan O’Rourke (Secretary), te Rehia Tapata-
Stafford, Greg Thomson, Andrew John, ably
assisted by co-opted members Juliet Gibbons and
Reg Dawkins. Robin Cox and Rose Prendeville sit
as DoC and Port Marlborough representatives
respectively. | am hugely appreciative of the hard
work of these individuals, our field team and other
volunteers as we work together towards achieving
the Kaipupu Point vision. We are well on the way
to achieving our goals for this year (July to June):

(1) Fence to be fully completed

(2) Further wilding pine removal

(3) Water stations (birds) to be put in place

(4) Hut remnants to be removed

(5) Trapping programmes fully functional

(6) Project Co-ordinator to be appointed

(7) Each Committee person to obtain 10
new member

(8) Kaipupu Point brochure available at
key outlets

Thank you, Friends of Kaipupu, for your very vital
ongoing support.
Alan lzard - Chairman

If you can find some time to volunteer, or have some ideas, contact:

Jennie Wells, Kaipupu Volunteer Coordinator - at welldone@xtra.co.nz, Ph: 573-7331



Early in the New Year our ‘Friends of Kaipupu’ evenings will get
FRIENDS OF KAIPUPU underway. These will be a chance to hear from guest speakers
EVENINGS COMING SOON!! about other exciting conservation programmes, and hear about
how communities have worked together and moved mountains in

order to achieve their goals!

Our first meeting will be with guest speaker Phil Bradfield, from the DoC South Marlborough office who will talk
about the Hutton's Shearwater project on the Kaikoura peninsula. This is another community driven project
which has involved the construction of a predator proof fence, and the translocation of Shearwaters from the
Kaikoura ranges to the peninsula to create a new Hutton's Shearwater colony. We’'ll let you know more about
this soon so you can save the date!

We'd love to keep you on our Friends list. As well as keeping
our network strong, the size of our membership has real

MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE? influence when it comes to securing funding from various
agencies. So if you're not up to date, please get in touch. A
membership form is enclosed for your convenience.

An enduring gift that's as green as it gets! Engage your loved one in a very special
and unique community project. Just $10 per individual, $25 per family, or $250
for a life membership! All gift memberships come with a special membership gift
certificate. The perfect gift for anyone, anywhere in the world, and ideal when
you're looking for that 'little something extra’. . .

What a GREAT Christmas gift - contributing towards the creation of a pest free
sanctuary where birds, invertebrates and reptiles can flourish as the natural
ecosystems of flora and fauna are restored . Buy on behalf of friends or family -
or get together with others to share the cost ($160). No Christmas wrapping
required, and it's the gift that keeps giving! All trap donations come with a special -
certificate. ’
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