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Our Mission
To enrich the community through
the restoration and guardianship
of an indigenous Marlborough
Sounds wildlife sanctuary, in
which the natural ecosystems,
native flora and fauna flourish in
a predator-free environment that
can be appreciated by all.
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• Chairman’s Comment
• No more weeds!
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• Wasp Control at the Sanctuary
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• An orchid by any other name...
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• Our Sponsors

Dad or mum with twin
little blue penguin chicks
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Ancient frogs
of Aotearoa

STEPHENS ISLAND FROG
The largest species, up to 4.3cm
(males) and 5cm (females. There are
an estimated 300 individuals.

For many it is a childhood tradition to catch tadpoles and watch them
metamorphose into frogs but our native New Zealand frog species are
unique in that there is no tadpole phase. So what’s the story...
New Zealand frogs have remained
relatively unchanged for around 100
million years, they belong to a single
genus which is found nowhere else
in the world. They are unique in that
they do not have a free swimming
tadpole stage, they do not croak or
have external eardrums. Of the four
species only one, the Hochstetter’s
Frog prefers a semi-aquatic habitat
- the rest live on dry land, breeding
under logs or stones. So what
species did we collect as children?
Since European arrival three
Australian frogs have been
introduced, primarily to provide food
for ducks and to eat mosquito larvae.
The Golden Bell Frog, Southern Bell
Frog and Brown Tree Frog are the
frogs that most New Zealanders will
have interacted with. In contrast,
two of our four native frogs are
restricted to offshore islands. The
rarest of which is found on a small
600m2 rock tumble; the Stephens
Island Frog has fewer individuals

than the rarest kiwi in the world.
For a lucky few, scientific research
has provided an opportunity to view
the Hamilton’s Frog (separated into
Stephens and Maud Island frogs)
up close. Dianne John (volunteer
for Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary and
Picton Dawn Chorus) is one such
individual who spent time helping
researcher Elizabeth Bell locate both
species on their respective islands.
For species that have a tiny home
range, Dianne comments that they
can be incredibly hard to detect.
Imagine searching the undergrowth
on your hands and knees looking
for a small, no bigger than 5cm in
length, brown, very slow moving
frog in the pitch black (they are
also nocturnal). Hard work but an
incredibly unique experience.
Any native frog sightings can be
reported to DOC via their website
www.doc.govt.nz, search frogs or for
more information about frogs visit
nzfrogs.org.
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MAUD ISLAND FROG

These frogs are long lived, up to 29
years. The population is estimated
at 10,000 frogs, with densities of five
frogs per square metre.
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OUR PATRON, BARRY MAISTER
LEADING A GUIDED TOUR
OVER SUMMER

Chairman’s comment
The summer season on Kaipupu
has certainly been a busy one. We
have seen a sharp rise in visitors
and especially tour groups visiting
Kaipupu.
Though the tour groups require a lot
of organisation they certainly help
with our goal of making Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary a self-funding
organisation. So, a big thank-you to
all those who have made themselves
available to act as guides, your time
and effort is very much appreciated.
Trudy has been extremely busy over
the last month organising the putting
out of new traps and traplines,
making sure the trap housings are up
to best practice. Luckily the Renwick
cricket team helped with the “heavy
lifting” one Saturday for which we
are extremely grateful.

5802

Worth noting here that there were
28,000 trap checks last year quite a
staggering number really. Makes you
realise what a big job trapping on
Kaipupu is. Thank-you to all those
volunteers who go out each week
and monitor our trap-lines wet or
fine.
On the trapping front it is great to
see the Port Marlborough traps
on the outside of the fence now
and that Picton Dawn Chorus are
expanding their work in enhancing
the Halo around Kaipupu with more
intensive trapping on the Wedge
to come on stream soon. I am sure
with all this extra trapping there will
be less likelihood of rat reinvasion
from outside the sanctuary. A great
outcome for Kaipupu and also the
wider area.

30%
visited
during Jan
& Feb 2020

As you all probably know, but I
would like to mention it again, and
that is one of our Kaipupu stalwarts
Andrew John, was awarded a
QSM for services to education and
conservation in the New Years
honours. Well done Andrew, richly
deserved.
Alan and your team, a big thankyou for all your efforts in keeping
Kaipupu looking pristine for all our
visitors and also Judith and her team
of weed busters who are ensuring
that Kaipupu will remain a pristine
environment for years to come.
Finally, Rachel thank-you for all
your time and energy you put into
Kaipupu keeping the organisation
running smoothly and coming up
with new ideas to keep Kaipupu
relevant going forward.
Lets hope by the time you read this
we have had some good rains and
Kaipupu is looking its vibrant best
again.

Gerald Harper

VISITORS

SINCE MAY 2019
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RED OR YELLOW ADMIRAL?

NO MORE WEEDS!
We are thrilled to have Ben Minehan and his team
from Weed Solutions back again this year to get
rid of some of our more hard to reach weeds. This
work is an extension of the work being completed by
our small weed team and couldn’t have been done
without funding from the Marlborough District Council
Community Fund. It is always a bit of a surprise to hear
what the Weed Solutions team remove but each year
there are slightly fewer weeds to be found.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Weta surprise!
Our volunteers are used to coming across rats
and mice in our traps but every now and then
they get a surprise.
Wellington Tree Weta are nocturnal and at
the Sanctuary we have a number of artificial
retreats or weta motels however this big guy
found more space in one of our mouse traps.
Unharmed but at risk, one of our trapping team
removed this weta and placed it in a slightly
safer spot to sleep.
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WASP CONTROL
We are working closely with both the Department
of Conservation and Marlborough District Council
with the timing of our wasp control programme at
the Sanctuary this year. By completing this control
at the same time we hope to target the wider wasp
population. Over the last week, a small team placed
48 wasp bait stations on the main walking track plus an
additional 22 on two monitoring track lines. This layout
will ensure that the whole of the Sanctuary is covered
when we come to complete the wasp control.
We are continuing to test for the required wasp levels
and that they have switched to eating protein. This is
particularly important as the bait we use, Vespex, has
a protein base to prevent non-target species like bees
consuming it. If you are interested in helping please
get in touch with Rachel, our project coordinator.
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Predator control
We are off to a busy start this year with the placement of
new traps completed by a local Blenheim cricket team.
These traps replace older style traps and fill in some
holes in the trapping network. Trudy and her team have
continued to check traps over the busy summer period

as well as completing another round of tracking tunnels.
We are continuing to see lower mice numbers and rat
catches were lower in January than the previous two
years. We are now prepared for whatever autumn may
bring us.
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November December

removed from
the Sanctuary

An orchid by
any other name
would smell as
sweet?
Ok so it may not quite be the most beautiful
orchid in the world but surely it gets points for
uniqueness. This orchid found flowering on
Kaipupu in January is called huperei or black
orchid (Gastrodia cunninghamii). It is found
throughout New Zealand, often in deep shade
or in the vicinity of hard beech. The black orchid
lack leaves and chlorophyll and receive nutrients
through a symbiotic relationship with a fungal
pathogen which parisitises the roots of forest
trees. Historically the rhizomes (roots) of the
orchid were eaten by Māori, described as similar
to small kumara, with a slightly sweet taste.
According to Māori traditions, the huperei was
considered a creature of supernatural being with
many superstitions related to it.

MARLBOROUGH

BIODIVERSITY FORUM
5TH APRIL, 9AM – 3PM
Port Marlborough Pavilion
181 Waikawa Rd, Picton

A conversation
about Social
Enterprise
1 - 3pm

The morning session will include speakers talking rowi kiwi
management, sea floor mapping and the Cacophony Project.
Followed in the afternoon by an informative workshop on Social Enterprise - what is it, how
do we do it and where to from here? Full details available soon.
To register your interest email biodiversitymarlborough@gmail.com
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Strategic Planning
As you may be aware we are currently updating our Strategic Plan and part of this has been
looking at who we are and what we want to achieve. One very important update was reviewing
our key values, some will be familiar as they represent our core business of protecting our place
at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary and some are new. Each of these values is underpinned by a
number of goals that we hope to achieve in the next ten years (or so). We would love to hear
what you think, send us your feedback or pop in to the office for a chat.

The key values of the Sanctuary are:

PROTECT
Kaitiakitanga

Biodiversity is protected
through removal of introduced
pest species and enhanced
by native plantings, natural
regeneration and reintroduction
of appropriate species

ENGAGE

Whanaungatanga

Through shared experiences and
working together people achieve a
sense of belonging and connection

INSPIRE

SUSTAIN

Whakahihikotanga
Visitors of all ages value Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary and through
this connection with nature are
inspired to take action for the
environment

Whakauka

Thoughtful planning, collaboration
and diversification creates a
successful, resilient future
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family Trust; Tory Channel Contracting; Outward Bound;
Sam Contracting; Scenic Hotel Marlborough
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