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Our Mission
To enrich the community through
the restoration and guardianship
of an indigenous Marlborough
Sounds wildlife sanctuary, in
which the natural ecosystems,
native flora and fauna flourish in
a predator-free environment that
can be appreciated by all.
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• Counting the birds
• Predator Control
• Green things
• Volunteer of the Month
• Our Sponsors

A chorus of tui at
Kaipupu in October
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Chairmans
Comment
Dear members, supporters, volunteers and friends of Kaipupu,
I wonder if you are all like me and looking forward to some warm
summer weather. Spring has been a real mixture of everything but
regardless, the work has been carrying on. Alan and his maintenance
team have been busy stockpiling shingle around the main track ready for
spreading. This operation plus the clearance of a large slip behind the
boatyard has been carried out by two of our local supporters of Kaipupu
namely Crafar Crouch and thanks to the generosity of Sam Orchard at
Webster Place Quarries we have a great stockpile of shingle. A group of
22 Air Force members supported by Don Quick helped distribute shingle
on a slippery monitoring track in late November with more work planned
to complete the main track.
Trudy and Dan have been spearheading a major rat poisoning operation
on the sanctuary with the help of some DOC staff and a dedicated band
of Kaipupu volunteers. This has been a major undertaking for us, and we
are truly grateful for all of you who have been involved in this operation.
These are two obvious activities you notice walking round Kaipupu,
but it is easy to overlook those important operations going on in the
background like Judith and her team who are waging war on those ever
persistent weeds.
Wishing you all a happy and safe Christmas,

Gerald Harper
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THANK YOU!

We have a number of people to thank
for their help with the kororā survey,
firstly we are hugely grateful to Alistair
and Jody who completed the survey
but who also spoke at two events
where Mena showed off her obedience
and effectiveness at locating kororā.
We would also like to thank Port
Marlborough for their help with access
to areas within the port especially
Rose, Troy, Jayden and Deb. A massive
thank you to Tony and Maggie Gill
for providing accommodation for
Alistair, Jody, Elliot and Mena. And
lastly to Yealands Wines Marlborough
Sustainability Initiative for providing
funding to complete this initial survey.

Alistair and Mena searching
Picton foreshore for kororā
(little penguins)

Kororā o Waitohi survey
The restoration process is a balancing act
between removal and reintroductions.
To ensure a successful result we need
to understand what species are already
present in an area as well as their food
and habitat requirements. Through
surveys and monitoring at Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary we are slowly putting
together a picture of those species
already present; and in the future,
the species that we might look at
reintroducing.
Our latest survey was designed to
provide a better understanding of the

kororā (little penguin) population in
Picton and Waikawa area. The team
from KORI (Kaikōura Ocean Research
Institute) Alastair, Jody and Mena joined
us in early October to complete this
survey. Mena, a trained kororā detecting
dog, and Alastair covered an area from
Wedge Point to Karaka Point in roughly
twelve days finding several areas of
interest.
Kororā are often found in areas around
human activity; the habitat that the
penguin were found during this survey
varied from shoreline caves and crevices,
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natural burrows to wharves, breakwaters
and under sheds or houses. There
were higher concentrations of penguins
around Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary and
Waimahara Wharf. Although busy with
human activity there may be less risk
of predation by introduced predators
and dogs. Many of the coastal areas
around Picton have steep banks which
also restrict access for penguins. One
suggestion from KORI is that at Kaipupu
we look at establishing ramps to help
penguins access nesting site from the
sea.
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Counting the birds

Dianne John's continued commitment to our annual bird
counts at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary means we have
a good picture forming of the changes in bird numbers
over the last 12 years. Dianne also leads the Picton Dawn
Chorus bird counts which encompass urban Picton as well
as Victoria Domain. Once this data is analysed we hope
to see increasing bird numbers across Picton, thanks to
increased protection through pest control. This year
due to bad weather we completed only two of the three
counts on the Sanctuary, losing some of the statistical
power, but some of the trends are still there. In 2017

bellbird, silvereye, grey warbler and fantail numbers
dropped compared to previous years but over subsequent
years the numbers have increased again. Statistically
speaking, bellbirds (above) and fantails (below) have
shown a statistically significant increase from 2017 to
2020. One of the species which was counted more often
this year was the kingfisher, during the 2020 counts
seven kingfishers were counted, the same number as the
previous nine years counts combined. Have you heard or
seen more of these distinctive birds around your place?
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Predator control
The Kaipupu management committee would like to
extend a massive thank you to everyone who has
been involved with pest control this year. It has been
a year unlike any other and our team has continued
to work hard to remove introduced predators from
the Sanctuary. In mid-September bait stations were

reinstalled across the Sanctuary in an effort to decrease
rodent numbers, we are now waiting on a round of
tracking tunnels to see how successful this operation has
been. Continuing into the new year our traps will be the
primary pest control method again.
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Green things you
make my heart sing
Our flora and weed team continues to gain momentum with
new members increasing the ranks each month. Flaxes have
been split and replanted in areas in front of seating and at
the northern lookout. These plants will help to bring in the
nectar feeding birds but also maintain the view. Our team are
still working hard to remove weeds from the tracks around the
Sanctuary and with Spring's arrival these plants can take over
very quickly so it can be a big job in some areas. We are now
working to secure funding for a weed control contractor to
visit the Sanctuary early next year.

Volunteer of the month
In October we established a Volunteer of the Month programme to say thank you to some of the amazing people
who commit time and effort to the Sanctuary. Our first recipients of this were Rafidah and Gary Horner (October)
who both spend a lot of time at the Sanctuary in different ways, Rafidah is involved with the weed team and Gary
with the pest team. Both Rafidah and Gary have been volunteering for some time.

October
Rafidah & Gary

November
Helen

December
Karen

Rafidah has helped Gary on the
trapping tracks but decided that
her real interest is in dealing with
invasive weeds. She has taken on
regular weeding sessions with skill
and enthusiasm. It is a strenuous
task at times, but Rafidah
always reports back that she has
enjoyed helping to rid Kaipupu
of the most destructive weeds.
Gary is also a long time regular
volunteer who shows real passion
for predator control. He has a
lot of insight into the behaviour
of our predators while giving
good advice, usually through
the writing on his checklist. His
dedication is amazing, even after
a major accident he was out again
on Kaipupu as soon as he could.

Helen Ainsworth is a long
time regular volunteer in the
pest team. If she isn't doing at
least two weekends a month
monitoring she is meeting up with
others in the pest team focus
group. She always has a great
insight into the volunteers as a
whole and always has a smile and
the passion for Kaipupu and its
success.

Karen Stevens is a regular
volunteer who is always keen to
help out with anything happening
at Kaipupu. Whether it be
monitoring nearly every weekend,
putting out bait stations or being
part of working bees on Kaipupu.
She has a strong determination
to help Kaipupu reach all its goals
whether it be predator control,
fauna surveys or maintenance on
the sanctuary.
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We are offering two photography trips to Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary
this summer as part of the DOC Summer Explorer series. Aimed at
beginners but more advanced photographers are welcome. There
will be time for lunch (BYO) at the northern lookout before continuing
around the Sanctuary.
9th January, 10am - 2pm;
16th January, 10am - 2pm
$30pp (includes water taxi transport).

PHOTOGRAPHY
TRIP AROUND
KAIPUPU

Registrations essential, phone or email Rachel Russell 0276923488;
admin@kaipupupoint.co.nz
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We are closing the shop/office
for the Christmas/New Year period.
Our last day will be Friday 18th
December and we will reopen on
Monday 11th January. If you need
to get in touch with us please email
or if urgent give us a call.
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family Trust; Tory Channel Contracting; Outward Bound;
Sam Contracting; Scenic Hotel Marlborough
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