Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary

NEWSLETTER
Our Mission: To enrich the community through the restoration and guardianship of an indigenous Marlborough Sounds wildlife
sanctuary, in which the natural ecosystems, native flora and fauna flourish in a predator-free environment that can be appreciated by all.
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT
As I sit down to right my report winter
has truly arrived, so go carefully out
on Kaipupu as those tracks are really
slippery now.
The summer has seen a large increase
in visitors from cruise ships and local
operators working Kaipupu into their
regular trips. Visitors have been
treated to seeing several of our kiwis
the penguin boxes and there are
reports that a weta has taken to using
one of the weta “motels.”
Ben Minehan of Weed Solutions
and his team have finished giving
the Sanctuary a once over and have
accounted for an impressive list of
weeds which should help us get
on top of our weed situation going
forward.
Andrew John’s education program
is in full swing and what an amazing
amount of work Andrew does in
introducing school children to
Kaipupu and conservation in general very lucky children.
Nozz and Ali Fletcher have run
their last plant sale and what

great supporters they have been
of Kaipupu. Their plant sales have
contributed considerably to our
bank balance over the years. A big
thank-you to you both from all of us
involved with Kaipupu.
As usual, Rachel and Trudy, our
two coordinators do a wonderful
job keeping everything running so
smoothly. Trudy has drawn bit of a
short straw this winter being tasked
with implementing our trapping
review which involves a lot of
replacement and positioning of our
traps so that we are carrying out
best practice. We held a volunteers
evening at Le Cafe on Friday 8th June
to provide more information about
the upcoming working bees.
Thank you once again to all our
members and volunteers who make
Kaipupu what it is.
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PAGE 1

June 2018 Newsletter

WHEN GOOD PLANTS GO BAD
WHAT IS THE ALTERNATIVE?

The bright blue or white stalky flowers of Agapanthus are
a common sight in many towns and gardens throughout
New Zealand but these South African natives are fast
becoming an invasive weed.

Agapanthus (Agapanthus praecox)
was introduced to New Zealand
from South Africa as a garden plant
however, its robust nature and
prolific seed production makes it
easy to spread and dominate other
plants. In the wild agapanthus can
form dense clumps that exclude
other species like our native
plants and that is worrying local
conservationists. Andrew John and
Noz Fletcher of Forest & Bird Society,
have recorded agapanthus growing
in drains along Queen Charlotte

Drive, see above, and are worried
that action should be taken now
before this species becomes another
widespread plant pest that will
damage our natural environment.
Andrew, who works with local school
children, says that children in Picton
school have grown rengarenga lilly as
part of their environmental studies
and will make them available free
to local gardeners who wish to plant
them instead of agapanthus. The
team at the PowerHouse Reserve
nursery can also supply rengarenga

lily and turutu (Dianella nigra), to
gardeners who want to use them as
alternatives to agapanthus.
Both men have experienced how
hard it can be to remove agapanthus
once it gets a hold, often requiring
repeated digging and spray
treatment. Plant parts should be
allowed to dry out and burned or
disposed of at a transfer station as
agapanthus can spread easily from
root fragments.
Continued over page...

not so
A ^ WEEDY PROBLEM
The weed control work being
undertaken by Ben Minehan
and his team at Weed Solutions
has finished for the year. This
work, funded by WWF Habitat
Protection Fund, has made a
massive dent in the weeds at
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.
Weed Solutions have felled 30
mature sycamore (and sprayed
300 - 400 more seedlings) and
50 radiata pine. They have also
removed large amounts of Old
Mans Beard, climbing dock,
banana passionfruit, barbery
and hawthorn. The removal
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of these species means that
native plants have a better
chance of establishing and
flourishing.
We now plan to set up a
volunteer team to manage
weed species along the main
monitoring tracks. This would
require volunteers to visit the
Sanctuary once a month and
remove or treat weeds. If this
sounds like you, then please
get in contact with Rachel on
027 692 3488 or email
admin@kaipupupoint.co.nz

Previous page:
A self seeded
Agapanthus along
the Queen Charlotee
Drive
Image: Andrew John

Left:
Children from Picton
School removing
Agapanthus from the
school grounds.
Image: Andrew John

Weed Busters website says
agapanthus “causes massive
biodiversity loss, especially of
rare coastal herb, grass and shrub
species.” Visit www.weedbusters.org.
for more information.
Marlborough District Council have
a great document which provides
advice on alternative plantings, it is
called “Plant Me Instead” and can
be downloaded from the council
website.
Keep an eye out at the Picton Library

for a display by Picton School, they
will also be providing rengarenga to
take home and plant in gardens as an
alternative to agapanthus.

Below:
Rengarenga are a
great alternative to
agapanthus
Image:
www.terrain.net.nz

KAIPUPU KIDS BOOKS
Unique to Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary and aimed at
students from new entrant to year 8, the Kaipupu
kids books have arrived. Thanks to support from
the Picton Lions Club and Pub Charity, the first
books were tested by students from Waikawa Bay
School (right) in late May.
Designed ‘in house’ by our Project Coordinator
Rachel, our aim is to get kids engaged with nature
while also gaining a better understanding of
conservation.
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THE ART OF STORY TELLING
By the students at Waikawa Bay School
LITTLE BLUE PENGUIN
It’s beak is like a dirty rubbish bin. It’s feathers are
blue. The blue penguin goes underwater to catch it’s
dinner.
Mackenzie
FANTAIL
I saw a fantail eating a leaf. Some fantails are babies
and some aren’t babies. There is a mother fantail and
dad fantail.
Desirae
Do you know how the fantail got his name?
Because of their tail, when it is open it looks like a real
fan. The fantails colours are yellow, black and white.
The fantail eats grubs and slugs.
Pandora
Fantails got their name from their fan. What they do
is go up and down and their fans go around. There
colours are black, white and brown. They eat disgusting bugs.
Izaak
The beak is to get the worms and earthworms and
weta too. The front of its tail looks like a fan. The
name is a fantail and the colour is black and white.
Bradley
Do you know where fantails get their name from?
They get them from their tail when they are open. A
fantail makes a funny noise. They are friendly. They
have black and green body.Fantails eat insects.
Sam
KIWI
Kiwi have a long beak which they use for eating grubs.
Alex
What kiwis look like. One big long beak. Sharp claws.
Tiny wings. They like to stay up all night. Then they like
to eat bugs and wander around. They can camoflauge
in dead bushes.
Chaira
A kiwi has a shiny orange beak. They have white and
black poop. It walks on silky wet ground. It has sharp
claws. It has blue eyes. It eats grubs. It feels soft. It is
the special bird of New Zealand.
Noah
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FOUR LITTLE PENGUINS FIND
NEW HOME AT KAIPUPU
Late May has been a busy time at the Sanctuary
with school visits and also the arrival of four little
penguins that were rehabilitated at EcoWorld
Aquarium. Three of the four penguins were found
in a drain on the Picton Foreshore and after some
fattening up they were ready to release.
Little penguins, or kororā,
populations have been declining in
areas not protected from predators,
their greatest threat is dogs but cats,
ferrets and stoats will also kill them.
In areas where predator control
is in place the kororā are stable
or increasing. Numbers of little
penguins are increasing annually at
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.

Adult penguins come ashore
between May and June to prepare
nests at the Sanctuary, kororā are
found in boxes along the main
walking track, often climbing 40
metres up hill to get home. In some
areas these penguins will head up
to 1.5km inland and climb up to 300
metres to find the perfect spot to
nest.

Students from Waikawa Bay School
were lucky enough to be at the
Sanctuary when the penguins were
released. Beachcomber Cruises
provided a ride for Aquarium
Manager Regan Russell who then
showed the students the penguins
before releasing them into our
purpose built penguin box.

KAIPUPU SHOP
The Sanctuary shop is open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 9am - 3pm. We
have a great range of t-shirts,
postcards, gift cards, art and soft
toys, with 100% of the profits
going back to the Sanctuary.

Unique postcards & greeting
cards from $1 each
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Five great t-shirt designs
including Little Penguin
Adults tees $35 each
Childrens tees $25 each
Infant tees $20 each
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Scolopterus penicillatus, also
known as the black spined weevil,
feeding on koromiko flowers at
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary

NATURE WATCH
AT THE SANCTUARY
For many the joy of visitng the
Sanctuary is in seeing something
new and I can definitely relate to
this.
As my father likes to remind me,
my children are just like I was as a
child, generally head down, bum up
looking at something under a rock
or on the path in front of them.
This childhood habit is something
that has continued into adulthood
and I still delight in spotting the
small creatures that no one else

seems to notice. Now though I
enjoy photographing them and
finding out what they are.
At the Sanctuary we have an
invertebrate fauna that is largely
unknown and this is something
that we would like to change.
Our first step, rather than investing
a lot of money on survey’s and
monitoring, is to encourage visitors
to Kaipupu to help us discover
what it actually present at the
Sanctuary. Next time you spot

something interesting, take a photo
and send it through to us or sign
up to the iNaturalist website (www.
inaturalist.org) and upload your
photo. This website is a great tool
for helping to identify flora and
fauna and your sighting can be
added to the Kaipupu project which
will help us to get a better picture
of what species call Kaipupu home.
Rachel Russell

As a volunteer at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary you might have heard a
rumour about the new club you need to join. As part of the security
upgrade at Port Marlborough our volunteers now need to complete
the Port User induction, it takes less than 30 minutes and you get a
great ID badge which allows you to access the Sanctuary once it is
completed. This induction provides important information about
using the port roads and more. For info contact Trudy or Rachel.

JOIN THE CLUB
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Rachel (Project Coordinator)
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
027 692 3488
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Trudy (Pest Coordinator)
kaipupupestmonitoring@gmail.com
027 626 4757

THOSE PESKY PESTS
As the nights get cooler and the freezing hand of winter
dusts the plants in early frosts, planning is well underway
for upcoming working bees and changes to the trapping
programme. This includes testing run through traps
(pictured below) and the replacement of our current
mouse traps.
New mouse traps will be wooden and similar in style to
the DOC 200 traps, the entry holes will be much smaller

to prevent rats from entering. This design feature will
hopefully prevent rats from setting off traps without
being caught and in turn causing them to become trap
shy.
Alongside new mouse traps, the DOC 200’s will be
realigned with extra traps added and an increase in
resetting Goodnature traps will be completed over
winter ready for spring.

FIGURE 1: Testing run through traps at the end of the fence
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FIGURE 2: A decrease in rat catch numbers in April and
May could be a sign that rats are hiding away from the
winter cold.
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FIGURE 3: Mice catch numbers have continued to
drop in April and May as cooler and wetter days set in.
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DELIGHTFUL DONATIONS
Like most volunteer run organisations
we rely on a variety of funding
sources. One of our biggest sources of
income is from donations and we are
incredibly grateful for each and every
donation we receive.
In the last couple of months we have
received donations from members,
visitors to the Sanctuary, local
businesses and event donations.
We would like to say a special thank
you to Nozz and Ali Fletcher, along
with their helpers Nicky Jenkins,
Andrew John, Dave Nicholls and Steve

Drakes for all their hard work with
the Autumn Plant Sale. This year the
Autumn Plant sale raised over $1000
for the Sanctuary.
If you shopped at Picton Freshchoice
in April/May and added a coin to their
check out donation boxes then thank
you. These donations raised $165 for
the Sanctuary.
Thank you Waikawa Bay School for
your donation of $160 which was
raised through a coin trail fundraiser.
The kids all came to school dressed as
animals and the principal became a

kiwi for the day.
We also want to say thank you to all
our members or supporters who make
regular or irregular donations to the
Sanctuary, every dollar is put to good
use.

KEEP UP TO DATE
Make sure that we have your email address so
you can keep up to date with all the exciting
things happening at the Sanctuary. If you
haven’t heard from us in a while then let us
know.

CONTACT US

WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint
www.twitter.com/Kaipupupoint
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VISITING THE SANCTUARY

Access is by boat only. You can take your own boat
out there or travel with one of the local water taxi
companies. These trips range in price from $20 - $69
return. You can also access the Sanctuary by kayak. It is
free to visit but your donation is greatly appreciated!
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DUSK AND DAWN
AT THE SANCTUARY
In early May, members of
the DOC kiwi team visited
Kaipupu to check on our
little visitors. These checks
involve a general check of
their condition, weight and
a little medicine. Two kiwi,

aptly named Dusk and Dawn,
are the largest rowi chicks at
Kaipupu. Previously housed
in a nocturnal house these
two have not left each others
sides since they arrived at the
Sanctuary.

LEFT: Dawn, weighed by Ailie Suzuki, is a whopping 1.8kg.
Chicks generally arrive at the Sanctuary weighing around
1kg.
ABOVE: Ailie checking the pink transmitter on Dawn’s leg,
these help track the kiwi on the Sanctuary

DON’T MISS THIS
YEAR’S AGM
For those who normally attend our
AGM you might be wondering why
you haven’t heard from us about
it yet. This year we will holding
the AGM in September. We will
provide more details of the date
and location closer to the time
but we will make sure to keep you
updated.

UPCOMING EVENTS
24th June
Dawn tour of Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary
Enjoy a guided tour of the Sanctuary
surrounded by the sounds of the dawn chorus.
Limited spaces available, please get in touch
for more details.
14th July
Aho - Matariki Festival
Support Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary by visiting
our stall at the Aho event. A new winter event
for Picton.
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)
Do you know a someone interested
in supporting Kaipupu Wildlife
Sanctuary?

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough
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Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family
Trust; Tory Channel Contractors; Outward Bound
June
2018 Newsletter

