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Chairman’s Comment
Greetings for 2019.
I hope you have all come through the
holiday season unscathed and are
managing to find some shade during
these hot days.
As we gear up for another busy year
it never ceases to amaze me as to the
dedication of our volunteers.
Case in point a few years ago the
pest monitoring used to take a break
over the Christmas period, then a few
keen volunteers said they would keep
going over this period, now it just
business as usual taking time off is
not discussed.
Alan and his team have been very
busy keeping Kaipupu looking pristine
over our busy summer season.
Andrew who heads our education
program was also busy organising a
visit to Kaipupu with the Guides who
helped with cleaning the bird ponds
and track trimming.
A group of Junior Doctors gave
Alan a days help with trimming the

main track, doing a great job. Alan’s
comment at the end of the day was
watch out if any of them become
surgeons!!
When you read this, we should
have hopefully moved into our
new shop in Auckland Street. This
will herald another exciting time in
the Kaipupu story as we move in
with our co-tenants Picton Dawn
Chorus and Envirohub Marlborough
(Conservation Kids).
Watch out for confirmation of a grand
opening you will all be most welcome.
We would also like to extend a
huge thank you to the organising
committee of the Picton Freezing
Works committee (below) who
donated $1000 to the Sanctuary this
month.
Look forward to catching up with you
all on Kaipupu or in our new shop.
Gerald Harper
Chairperson
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Our Mission: To enrich the community through the restoration and guardianship of an indigenous Marlborough Sounds wildlife sanctuary,
in which the natural ecosystems, native flora and fauna flourish in a predator-free environment that can be appreciated by all.

COLLABORATING FOR CONSERVATION
Finding ways to help the
environment has never
been easier thanks to the
collaboration of three local
environmental groups, Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary, Envirohub
Marlborough and Picton Dawn
Chorus.
“Along with the Department of
Conservation, Port Marlborough
is a ‘Foundation Partner’ of the
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.
We’re delighted to take that
partnership to the next level by
now providing fully sponsored
long-term accommodation to
the Kaipupu Sanctuary team,
along with similarly focused
community environmental
groups Picton Dawn Chorus and
Envirohub.” Rose Prendeville,
Capabilities Manager at Port
Marlborough continues “these
groups will collectively occupy
retail premises at the Auckland
Street frontage of the main Port
Marlborough administration
building, which we already share
with DOC – making the colocation a natural fit. On behalf
of the groups, we acknowledge

Marlborough District Council
councillors and staff for their
support of this collaboration.”
“The support from Port
Marlborough and the
Marlborough District Council
in creating this wonderful new
space is hugely appreciated
by all of us. It will be a great
working environment for our
coordinators as well as a chance
for us to connect with the public,
to share knowledge about traps
and trapping, and to continue
our efforts towards getting a trap
in every fourth garden in Picton”
says James Wilson, Chairman of
Picton Dawn Chorus.
The space at 14 Auckland
Street, previously a self-service
laundromat, has been fitted out
to include a shop and information
area out the front, and a back
office to accommodate the
coordinators from the three
environmental groups. The front
space will also double as a space
for talks, workshops and events.
“We are looking forward to the
opportunities that working under

one roof will bring” says Rachel
Russell, Project Coordinator
for Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.
“With similar goals we hope to
collaborate on more projects that
will inform our community and
benefit the environment in and
around Picton”.
For all the groups the words
‘mahi tahi’ or working together
sum up nicely what the groups
are trying to achieve in this space.
Andrea Askin Mills, Envirohub
Marlborough coordinator
explains “we are excited to be
working alongside two fantastic
organisations and looking forward
to running and promoting more
environmental events for our
community from a wonderful
new shared space.”
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary,
Picton Dawn Chorus and
Envirohub Marlborough will be
ready to welcome visitors to 14
Auckland Street (next to Picton
Laundromat) from Monday 25th
February. An official opening will
be held later in March.
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THOSE PESKY PESTS
Predator control has been ticking along over the holidays
with approximately six rats and six mice per week
being caught. We also caught a possum and stoat in
the last three months. The trapping system is working
well, especially our new mouse traps and lure trials
are ongoing for rats. The new tagging system which
defines metres distance down each track is very practical
with pest team and track maintenance volunteers
appreciating the more efficient system of location.
Trap refinements will continue over the next couple
of months with a monitoring project in autumn to be
organised.

A gathering was held in December in conjunction with
PDC and was a great night with a really good turnout of
like minded people.
Monitoring tracks have continued to be cleared of
overgrowth manually, including work from a group from
Base Woodbourne, with the fire risk being too high for
machinery use.
Trudy Nicholas
Predator Control Coordinator
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ABOVE: We are looking forward to seeing how the trapping results this year with the new trap reconfiguration

SUPPORTER UPDATE
We are thrilled to have more supporters
of Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary this
month, welcoming back EcoWorld
Aquarium as a Kohekohe sponsor and
we are delighted to introduce Scenic
Hotel Marlborough. Over the last couple
of years, EcoWorld Aquarium has been

working to rehabilitate injured Little Blue
Penguins who once healed are released
onto the Sanctuary. Scenic Hotel
Marlborough are helping to raise funds
for the Sanctuary through sales of their
tui related merchandise in their hotels
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RIGHT: A seafood entree onboard
Marlborough Tour Company’s Odyssea
Image: Marlborough Tour Company

CRUISE FOR
CONSERVATION
This year marks fourteen years since
the Kaipupu Point Mainland Island
Society was established to manage
Kaipupu Point as a wildlife sanctuary.
Thanks to those tenacious and
hardworking volunteers, and
everyone who has supported in
blood, sweat, tears and money
over the last fourteen years, we
continue to be custodians of an
incredible conservation legacy for
today and future generations. As
you are aware, to continue this
work we are constantly finding
ways to raise funds. This year we

are excited to announce our Cruise
for Conservation courtesy of our
new supporters Marlborough Tour
Company.
The cruise will include dinner
featuring two of our other
longstanding sponsors, New Zealand
King Salmon and Mud House Wines.
Along with auction items on offer
throughout the evening by way of a
silent auction.
Tickets are strictly limited to 50 and
include your meal, a complimentary
glass of Mud House wine on arrival
and cash bar thereafter.

Our guest speaker Barry Maister
needs very little introduction.
We look forward to you joining us
aboard the MV Odyssea.
WHEN: Saturday 23rd March 2019,
6 – 9.30pm
TICKETS: $100 (earlybird until 28th
Feb), $110 (after 28th Feb)
Available at Eventfinda:
www.eventfinda.co.nz/2019/cruisefor-conservation-kaipupu-wildlifesanctuary/marlborough/tickets

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR
SUPPORTING THIS EVENT:
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LIZARDS, LIZARDS,
EVERYWHERE?

The Great Lizard Hunt continues this
February with a bit of excitement
as The Crowe family share the
image above of a gecko found at
the Sanctuary. It is thought to be a
Woodworthia gecko species but will
hopefully be confirmed by EcoGecko
experts if more are found during the
survey.
Artificial retreats that were place in
October will be checked for resident
lizards over a ten day period and we

are looking for volunteer help again.
In March, the EcoGecko team will
continue with day and night searches.
This work requires a lot of patience
and confidence in the dark. If you
are interested in helping with the day
or night searches, then please visit
us at 14 Auckland Street for a chat.
This work is being undertaken at the
Sanctuary but also on Victoria Domain
and the Wedge with our friends from
Picton Dawn Chorus.

It time to get yourself decked out in the newest fashion accessory
- you will stand out in a crowd, on the roads and in the bush. Our
custom high vis vests have arrived - if you haven’t got one then get in
touch with us to pick one up. It is important that these vests are worn
when you are in the port area but you can also wear them while you
are at the Sanctuary. For info contact Trudy or Rachel.

THE LATEST FASHION

Rachel (Project Coordinator)
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
027 692 3488

Trudy (Pest Coordinator)
kaipupupestmonitoring@gmail.com
027 626 4757
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CRUISE TO THE SANCTUARY
WITH BEACHCOMBER
Have you taken advantage of Beachcomber Cruises
incredible trips to Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary this summer?
If you haven’t you have still got time.
The next trips depart March 9th and 10th at 11.30am and
1.15pm each day.
TO BOOK OR FOR MORE INFO:
www.beachcombercruises.co.nz or (03) 573 6175

TRACKING SUCCESS
Monitoring tools like tracking tunnels
are a useful way of seeing what pest
species (or native species) are present
in any given area. The simpliciity of
their design allows them to be used
almost anywhere and through the

identification of footprints we can also
get an estimate of abundance over
time. Below are two sets of footprints
from a tracking tunnel set up in a
backyard in Picton as part of our Pest
Detective workshop (see next page).

A tracking tunnel (or chew card) can
also help identify locations for traps in
your own backyard.
Can you tell what made the tracks
below? Clue: One is native and one is
an introduced pest species.

What a summer…. But it’s not over yet!
Make the most of these ferry hot summer
deals from Bluebridge Cook Strait Ferries.
Head north and escape for a late summer
break. Or take the kids to the other island
for the April school holidays. Save 25%
on any vehicle fare or walk on for only
$49. Book by 28 Feb and sail by 30 April
excl. 18-23 April. Plus if you book a return
vehicle trip by 28 Feb and sail there and
back by 25 March, Bluebridge will reward
you with 10 bonus Airpoints Dollars™! Go
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and conditions.

HOW TO BE A PEST DETECTIVE
Over summer, a number of amateur
sleuths attended a workshop on
becoming a pest detective. The group
repurposed coreflute signs from the
Garden Marlborough fête turning them
into tracking tunnels.

This was a joint event with Picton Dawn
Chorus as part of the DOC Summer
Explorer Series. The attendees were
also able to earn their Toyota Kiwi
Guardians badge. Results from the
tracking tunnels varied from skink to

KEEP UP TO DATE
Make sure that we have your email address so you can
keep up to date with all the exciting things happening at
the Sanctuary. If you haven’t heard from us in a while
then let us know.

CONTACT US

WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint

hedgehogs and possibly rats.
Below: Siobain Browning (left) from
Picton Dawn Chorus talks about
predators and our educator Andrew
John (right) talks about our native birds.

VISITING THE SANCTUARY
Access is by boat only. You can take
your own boat out there or travel
with one of the local water taxi
companies. These trips range in
price from $20 - $69 return. You can
also access the Sanctuary by kayak.
It is free to visit but your donation is
greatly appreciated!
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL
THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
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Marlborough
Fulton
Hogan;
Jordan
Family
Tory Channel
Contracting;
OutwardbyBound
in which theHelicopters;
natural ecosystems,
native
flora and
fauna flourish
in Trust;
a predator-free
environment
that can be appreciated
all.

