Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary

NEWSLETTER
Our Mission: To enrich the community through the restoration and guardianship of an indigenous Marlborough Sounds wildlife
sanctuary, in which the natural ecosystems, native flora and fauna flourish in a predator-free environment that can be appreciated by all.
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT
As we approach the end of February it
feels amazing that the first 2 months
of 2018 have flown past ….. those
New year resolutions seem a distant
memory now!
Once again thanks must go out to
our wonderful team of volunteers
who keep Kaipupu running so well,
a special thanks to Trudys team that
managed to keep up the monitoring
over the holiday period - it is no mean
feat.
Another thank you to Vince, Alan
and his helpers who kept the grass
mowed and M track in top order. This
is our “shop window” on Kaipupu and
it makes a great impression to all our
visitors to see everything in such tip
top order.
An update on the kayak ramp
installation and the work that Paul
and his team have put into getting
this up and running (just in time
for the holiday season!) is a great
read in this newsletter. We are now
waiting on a handrail so the project
can be officially signed off. The new

ramp is well worth a look next time
you are out on Kaipupu. It is built
to Paul’s usual high standards …
“to last 50 years with very minimal
maintenance.” Thank you Paul and
team.
Last but not least are the volunteers
who helped keep the shop open over
the holiday period, this was greatly
appreciated. We have struggled with
this in the past so many thanks for
stepping up and making yourselves
available.
I feel quite humble to sit here in my
position and see all the work that
goes into keeping Kaipupu going and
all without anyone making any fuss
about it.
You can rest assured that your
management committee are truely
appreciative of all your efforts.
Thank-you to all our volunteers
- Kaipupu really couldn’t survive
without you.

Gerald Harper
Chairperson
PAGE 1

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chairman’s Comment
Major works on Kaipupu
Where’s the risk
Pest update
New lawnmower
Your thoughts please
Our sponsors

CONTACT US
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/
kaipupupoint
www.twitter.com/
kaipupupoint

February 2018 Newsletter

Above: Ross and Paul next to the
kayak ramp.

MAJOR WORKS ON KAIPUPU
AN APPRECIATION
Quite often major work is carried out
on the Reserve with many Members
and Supporters not actually realizing
the amount of voluntary effort
together with generous funding
grants and amazing support from
professional individuals and supply
firms, which all go towards the
completion of a project.
I refer in this instance to the
construction of the kayak ramp on
the side of the jetty in Dolphin Bay
which, once the hand rail has been
constructed and fixed in place, will
be complete and ready to be signed
off as required by the Council.

There has been an amazing amount
of time spent on initial planning
followed by detailed plans and
engineering specifications to
accompany the application for
consents together with Health and
Safety requirements being met.
Once again, Kaipupu has been
extremely fortunate in having the
expertise of Paul Mann to oversee
the delivery of all materials and
handling the construction of the
ramp. There are many who have
contributed to the successful
construction of the kayak ramp and
for this help Kaipupu is most grateful.

A list of those who have contributed
include the following (apology to
anyone missed out):Paul Mann

Team Leader

Design and Engineering drawings:
Jonathan Duffy
(Shearwater Consulting Ltd)
Construction volunteers:
Ross McGerty, Norm Gould,
Dave Nichol, Edwin Pitts, Mark and
Sue Altoft
All fasteners and steel fittings:
Blacks Fasteners
Cartage:
Garry Kenny Barging
Pile driving:
Sam Edwards
Major funds providers:
Pub Charity
Wilderness Guides
Paper work and applications
Rachel Russell

Left: The almost completed ramp,
just waiting on a hand rail.
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A footnote to the above are some
facts gleaned from Paul. He has
estimated that volunteer time
involved in the project has been
around 400 man hours. Paul has also
transported by boat all materials
from his home in Ngakuta Bay
having, in most instances, collected
them from Blenheim – around 20
trips.

Let us not forget the other many
contributors to the successful
running of Kaipupu:Trappers trapping, Monitors
monitoring, Maintenance Team
maintaining, Management Cttee
managing, Education Officer
educating and planting, Guides
guiding, etc. etc.
Contributed by Alan Izard
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WHERE’S THE RISK?
Two words that inspire a collective
sigh...health and safety...are you still
reading?...we hope you are! At Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary we have volunteers
who work on a variety of tasks and we
want to make sure that all of our team
return home happy and healthy. That is
why we are working hard to make sure
that we know what is happening at the
Sanctuary.
Reporting risks at the Sanctuary helps
us to make sure that it is a safe place for
our volunteers to work and a safe place
to visit as well. If you spot something

NEW TSHIRT DESIGNS

that you think looks a little dodgy,
broken or dangerous let us know so that
we can fix it, replace it or remove it.
Contact:
Rachel (Project Coordinator)
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
027 692 3488
Trudy (Pest Coordinator)
kaipupupestmonitoring@gmail.com
027 626 4757

KIDS/YOUTH TEES
$25 each

WEE TEE $20 each

MINI-ME $20 each
ADULT TEES $35 each

RELEASING MIDGE
THE PENGUIN
The smallest penguin in the world,
Little Blue Penguin, are often seen
and heard under baches in the
Marlborough Sounds. Unfortunately
they are at risk from wandering dogs
and accidentally being hit by boats in
the water. At EcoWorld Aquarium &
Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre, injured
Little Blue Penguins are rehabilitated
and then released back into the wild.
In late January, Midge the Penguin was
released on the Sanctuary.
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WASP CONTROL
The familiar buzz of summer is upon us again and
planning has started for our Picton and Waikawa wide
wasp control programme. Using Vespex *, bait stations
will be being placed every 50 metres along lines within
the control area. The bait is designed to attract wasps
while they are feeding on protein so it will not attract
honeybees who feed on sweet food sources. The bait

stations are left out for seven days and then removed,
during this time the wasps take the bait back to their
nests. We are looking for volunteers to help with this
process, if you can help please get in touch with us.
* See www.merchento.com for more information about this
type of bait
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THOSE PESKY PESTS
As we move quickly into the new year, it is a time
to reflect on what has been achieved in the last few
years and where we hope to be in the future. The
graph above shows rodent catch numbers over the
last three and a half years. Rat catch numbers show
an increasing trend over time but our latest catch
data in January is lower than this time last year
which is positive. The mice catch numbers however
are relatively stable, or if we are being optimistiic
there is a slight downward trend. Large peaks in
catch numbers occur every autumn when food

supplies start to dwindle and rodents explore further
for food resources (and end up in our traps!).
Our aim for the future is to be 100% pest free,
where the rustling undergrowth might give away
the location of a skink, gecko or weta and the dawn
chorus is so loud that you can hear it from the PIcton
Foreshore. We are currently reviewing our trapping
programme and hope that this will provide some
insight into what we are doing well and what might
improve our catch rates.
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RIDING IN STYLE
A new ride on lawnmower, thanks to a grant from The Lion
Foundation, means that Vince is now riding in style as he mows the
grass at the Sanctuary. The team at Stihl Shop in Redwoodtown
also provided a trailer which can be attached behind the mower.
So next time you visit the Sanctuary, make sure you check out the
neat lines that Vince has created on the new mower.

WEED CONTROL CONTINUES
It is that time of the year when flowers are
appearing on plants like Old Man’s Beard - a
beacon that means they are much easier
to spot and control. Ben Minehan and
his team from Weed Solutions have been
working out at the Sanctuary over January
and into February to remove some of the
bigger weed species like sycamore, pine
and even a macrocarpa tree. Some of this
work has been done by boat, with spotters
identifing locations of these trees. So if

you see some trees turning brown or holes
in the canopy then you will know that the
team at Weed Solutions have been on the
case.
If you are visiting the Sanctuary keep an
eye out for any weeds and let us know it’s
location - you can use the trap numbers as
a guide for us to find it again.
This work is funded by the WWF Habitat
Restoration Fund.

The Sanctuary shop is open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 9am - 3pm. We have a
great range of tshirts, postcards,
gift cards, art and soft toys, with
100% of the profits going back
to the Sanctuary.

KAIPUPU SHOP
February 2018 Newsletter
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WE WANT YOUR THOUGHTS...

We want your feedback on where you think we should be heading. What are your ambitions for the
Sanctuary? What would you like to see achieved? How do you think we can achieve these goals?

If you would prefer to email your response please send it through to info@kaipupupoint.co.nz

KEEP UP TO DATE
Make sure that we have your email address so
you can keep up to date with all the exciting
things happening at the Sanctuary. If you
haven’t heard from us in a while then let us
know.

CONTACT US
WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint
www.twitter.com/Kaipupupoint

VISITING THE SANCTUARY

Access is by boat only. You can take your own boat
out there or travel with one of the local water taxi
companies. These trips range in price from $20 - $69
return. You can also access the Sanctuary by kayak. It is
free to visit but your donation is greatly appreciated!
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)
Do you know a someone interested
in supporting Kaipupu Wildlife
Sanctuary?

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS

(recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough
PAGE 8Trust; Tory Channel Contractors; Outward Bound
February
2018Helicopters;
Newsletter Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family

