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Our Mission

Merry Christmas
from the Kaipupu team

To enrich the community through
the restoration and guardianship of
an indigenous Marlborough Sounds
wildlife sanctuary, in which the natural
ecosystems, native flora and fauna
flourish in a predator-free environment
that can be appreciated by all.

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT
As I write my final report for 2019, I
look back on another extremely busy
year for Kaipupu.
It is truly amazing to see the
dedication and enthusiasm of all
people involved in the Kaipupu
family from our co-ordinators
Rachel and Trudy, our committee,
volunteers and members. Everyone
is looking for better ways to do the
same old and to find new projects to
get off the ground. There is always
something on the go, certainly takes
some keeping up with I can ensure
you.
I think the biggest change this year
has been the start up of the shop
at 14 Auckland Street. A lot of work
went on behind the scenes to get
the shop over the line. But this effort
has been repaid three-fold in the
outcome of providing such a good
positive working environment for
the three organisations involved
Kaipupu, Picton Dawn Chorus and
Envirohub Marlborough.
As 2019 draws to a close it is a good
opportunity to thank everyone
involved with Kaipupu.
First and foremost, our inspirational
volunteers who make everything on

the ground happen, no organisation
like ours could achieve what we do
without such a dedicated group of
individuals.
Our co-ordinators Rachel and
Trudy who spend many unsung
hours organising, carrying out
administration and the all-important
task of applying for funding. Our
sponsors, funding organisations,
financial members and local
businesses that support us “in kind”.
It is an unfortunate fact of life that
everything we do costs money and
without your generous support we
could not function. Lastly a special
thank you to all our committee
members who make sure the whole
operation stays on the rails and runs
so smoothly. Their work is all done
in a wonderfully good natured and
harmonious way.
Thank-you one and all for your
support over the past year and
Kaipupu goes forward into 2020 in a
very strong position.
I wish you all a very happy and safe
festive season.
Gerald Harper
Chairman
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS
This year we are truly grateful for
the support of our volunteers,
members, local businesses, sponsors,
and granting agencies. Every year
the list gets a little longer and
our appreciation grows. We have
been blessed this year to have
two large grants approved by Rata
Foundation and the Department of
Conservation which means that the
next three years funding is secured
for our coordinators and predator
control programme. This allows
other funding available for new and
emerging projects that we have
on the go, including our education
programme, weed control, wasp

control and hopefully some new
monitoring programmes. We would
also like to acknowledge the support
of Pub Charity, Lion Foundation and
the Pelorus Trust this year.
Our sponsors are incredible bunch
of businesses, some who have
been involved with the Sanctuary
since its inception. Your long term
commitment to supporting the
Sanctuary is very much appreciated
by all our team. We look forward
to continuing this partnership into
2020.
Our landowners and foundation
partners, the Department of
Conservation and Port Marlborough

are as always a huge support for
everything that we have happening
at the Sanctuary. We would
especially like to thank Wendy
Sullivan and Rose Prendeville for
their help throughout the year.
To our amazing volunteers, we
couldn’t do this without you. From
hot summer days to cold, wet
winter days you persevere and
we appreciate everything you do.
We would also like to thank our
members who support us through
their annual subscriptions. We hope
that you get the opportunity to visit
the Sanctuary this summer.

A CHRISTMAS GIFT
FROM BLENHEIM LIONS
Gaynor Cotching (right) presenting a cheque
to Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary’s Project
Coordinator, Rachel Russell. This donation
will be used for our eduation programme.

Original article & photo published in the Blenheim Sun newspaper,
4th December 2019
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Tibbles - The Lighthouse Keepers Cat
a taLE of discovery & extinction
Stephens Island, or Takapourewa in Maori, is a small
island (only 1.5 km2) located in the outer Marlborough
Sounds. About 120 years after Captain Cook first visited
the area, construction started on a lighthouse. In
April 1892, workers noted ‘birds there in plenty’ with
saddlebacks, ‘native crow’, ‘native thrush’ and two kinds
of wren present. The lighthouse was built at the highest
elevation of any New Zealand lighthouse and was first
lit on January 29th 1894. It began operation with three
keepers and their families, plus a school teacher; a total
of 17 people on the island.
One of the assistant lighthouse keepers was David
Lyall, with a keen interest in natural history and pet cat
named Tibbles it wasn’t long until dead birds began
arriving at the home of one of the lighthouse keepers.
Lyall saved the skins of the birds and sent them to Sir
Walter Buller in Wellington. Buller was delighted at the
promise of a new species: ‘There is probably nothing
so refreshing to the soul of a naturalist as the discovery
of new species. You will readily understand, therefore,
how pleased I was at receiving...the skin of a bird
from Stephen Island which was entirely distinct from
anything hitherto known’.

These first specimens likely reached Buller in July 1894,
however during this time, word had spread about the
wrens and Henry Travers also received birds from Lyall
and sent them on to Hon. Walter Rothschild in Britain.
While Buller was preparing to publish an article about
the discovery of this new wren species, Rothschild raced
to beat him. He ultimately succeeded and published
an article on the 29th of December 1894. Rothschild
named the new species, Traverisa lyalli.
While Buller and Rothschild fought about the naming
rights of the bird, and Lyall and Travers continued to
collect specimens, nothing was noted about their
life history or habits. Buller noted ‘the bird is seminocturnal in its habits’ and Travers later commented
‘...living specimens have been only twice seen...it
was running around the rocks like a mouse; and was
so quick in its movements...’ It wasn’t long after the
papers describing the new species were published that
the Stephens Island wren was thought to be extinct
(sometime between 1895 and 1899).
In 1905, Rothschild published a paper claiming that
Tibbles the cat was responsible for the extinction of the
Stephens Island wren however Travers had a different
view. Written around the 1920’s, he stated that ‘a cat
was the first into bring it to notice, having deposited
one at the door of one of the lighthousekeepers who
happened to be an enthusiast in native birds. The cats
however, soon made short work of the remainder’. So
although Tibbles has a bad reputation for being the sole
cat responsible for the extinction of a species it is quite
possible that there was more than one cat on the island.
Around July 1897, the principal lighthouse keeper
commented that there was a large number of cats
present on the island and asked for resources to get
rid of them. After further concern about the impact
that cats were having on the tuatara also present on
the island, the keepers were paid a bounty for each cat
killed. By 1912, the tally was over 700 and in 1919 the
bounty was raised as an added incentive to get rid of
more cats. By 1925, all the cats were removed from the
island and none have ever been recorded since.

IMAGE: Extinct birds : an attempt to unite in one volume a short account of those birds which have become extinct in
historical times: that is, within the last six or seven hundred years : to which are added a few which still exist, but are on the
verge of extinction. By Lionel Walter Rothschild, 2nd Baron Rothschild
REFERENCE: The tale of the lighthouse-keeper’s cat: Discovery and extinction of the Stephens Island wren (Traversia lyalli).
Ross Galbreath & Derek Brown. Notornis (2004).
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PHOTOGRAPHY
WORKSHOP
As part of the DOC Summer Explorer Programme, we are holding
a beginners photography workshop aimed at beginners with a
land-based tips session before heading out to the Sanctuary to
test those skills. We will have lunch (BYO) at the northern lookout
before venturing around to the eastern side of the Sanctuary for
more photo opportunities. Please bring a camera (ideally an SLR
but a ‘point and shoot’ is fine), tripod (optional), appropriate
clothing, good shoes for walking, sunscreen, lunch and a drink.
Let us know if you would like to attend but don’t have a camera
as we may be able to supply one for the trip. Participants will also
have the option to participate in an exhibition with their favourite
images (location & date to be confirmed).
Sunday, 19 January 2020 from 10am to 2pm
$30pp (includes water taxi transport).
Registrations essential, phone or email Rachel Russell
0276923488; admin@kaipupupoint.co.nz.

KEEP IN TOUCH
WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz

www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint

EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz

VISIT US 14 Auckland Street, Picton
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THOSE PESKY PESTS
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WASP CONTROL
We are looking for keen volunteers to help with wasp control at Kaipupu and
surrounding areas in Picton and Waikawa. We will be using Vespex to control common
and german wasps and would be keen to hear from anyone already using this in the
area. Please get in touch wtih Rachel if you are interested in helping with the wasp
control programme.
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family Trust; Tory Channel Contracting; Outward Bound;
Sam Contracting; Scenic Hotel Marlborough
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