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Our Mission

A foggy winters day at Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary

To enrich the community through
the restoration and guardianship of
an indigenous Marlborough Sounds
wildlife sanctuary, in which the natural
ecosystems, native flora and fauna
flourish in a predator-free environment
that can be appreciated by all.

This month:

• Chairman’s Comment
• Lizards of Kaipupu

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT
Rachel is on my case again to write
my comments for the newsletter,
desperately trying to find excuses so I
don’t have to sit down and put pen to
paper --- report writing is not one of
my strong points.
Winter conditions are very evident
on Kaipupu at the moment --- wet
and very slippery underfoot. To all
volunteers who manage to do their
monitoring over this time a big thank
you, it is not easy.
Trudy has been busy planning the final
push to bring our trapping layout,
trap boxes and traps are up to “best

• Sounds, Salmon &

practice”. Of course, all this costs
money so this means Rachel is busy
applying for grants so we have the
funds to carry through on our plans.
Luckily Kaipupu has two top operators
in Rachel and Trudy so I am sure we
will achieve the desired outcomes.
Thank you to all the volunteers who
are out there battling the winter
conditions.
Look forward to seeing you all at our
upcoming AGM.

Gerald Harper
Chairperson

Songbirds
• Can you feel the love...
• Those Pesky Pests
• Trapping workshop
• Our Sponsors

Contact Us
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.kaipupupoint.co.nz

ANNUAL
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MEETING
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kaipupupoint

LIZARDS OF KAIPUPU
Prior to the establishment of the Sanctuary, a survey completed
in the early 1980s was the only baseline data available for flora
and fauna. However, more recently the Society has initiated
annual five minute bird counts and through citizen science
apps like I-naturalist more information about species present is
being discovered. In 2018, the decision was made to investigate
the lizard fauna at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary to gain a better
understanding of the species present and the potential for
future translocations.
Within the Marlborough Sounds
ecological district there are several
recorded species of gecko and skink
(including the introduced plague
skink); many of these species are
threatened and some are only
found on predator free offshore
islands. Prior to the onset of the
lizard survey at the Sanctuary there
were reported sightings of unknown
skink species and a single gecko was
photographed by volunteers.
Consultants from EcoGecko arrived in
October 2018 to set up the surveying
equipment on the Sanctuary; pitfall
traps (205 traps), Onduline artificial
covers (195 covers) and closed cell
foam covers (190 covers) were
placed approximately ten metres
apart along ten transects (100 –
200m in length). Checks of this
equipment took place in February
2019 alongside spotlighting. During
the lizard survey two species

were detected, the Waiharakeke
grass skink (34 observations) and
Raukawa gecko (three individuals).
The Raukawa gecko (below) were
found exclusively under closed cell
foam covers (none were sighted
during spotlighting) which suggests
the population present may have
relatively low numbers. In the
future, these two species will
be used as indicator species for
monitoring which will be a useful
addition to the monitoring tools
already in place at the Sanctuary.
The survey report concludes that
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary has
potential for reintroduction of
several lizard species including
forest gecko, Marlborough green
gecko, northern spotted skink and
Duvaucel’s gecko. The vegetation
at the Sanctuary, a mix of hard and
black beech, mixed broadleaf and
areas of regenerating manuka and
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kanuka, would be able to support
a diverse community of lizards at
high densities. However, rodent
control will be vital to the success
of these translocations particularly
for northern spotted skink and
Duvaucel’s gecko which require
rats to be completely eradicated
before translocations occur. In the
future, the Society hopes to use
the information gathered by this
survey to track populations changes
over time especially in response to
predator control.
The Kaipupu Point Mainland Island
Society would like to thank Pub
Charity and the JS Watson Trust for
funding to undertake this survey,
Bluebridge Ferry for helping with
transport, the team at Ecogecko
Consultants and our incredible
volunteers for their hard work.

SOUNDS, SALMON
& SONGBIRDS

New Zealand King Salmon, Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary and Marlborough
Tour Company have joined forces to
offer a fantastic family day out in the
Sounds with their popular Sounds,
Salmon & Songbirds Cruise.
Onboard our well-appointed
MV Odyssea launch, head out
from Picton to the Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary. Hear about
the great work this organisation
does to protect a whole range
of native wildlife and birds, and
take a freedom walk around the
picturesque reserve.
From there cruise to New Zealand
King Salmon’s Ruakaka salmon farm
at the junction of Queen Charlotte
Sound and the Tory Channel. Hear
about what makes king salmon so

special, how they are farmed, what
they eat and their life cycle, then
feed the fish.
Sample delicious local Regal salmon
from New Zealand King Salmon’s
Marlborough salmon farms
along with Greenshell mussels,
accompanied by a glass of Allan
Scott Marlborough sauvignon blanc.
Take in the beauty of the Sounds as
you head back to Picton, and keep
an eye out for dolphins, penquins
and seals.
There’s something for everyone,
with lots of spot prizes to be won
along the way and plenty of dates
to choose from. The cruise runs
1.30-4.30pm on these 2019 school
holiday dates:

CAN YOU FEEL THE
LOVE TONIGHT?
It is that time of year again when our
kōrora (Little Penguins) are pairing up in
preparation for breeding season. At Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary we are seeing more and
more nest boxes being used so if you are
visiting please take care when you lift the
lids of the boxes and make sure that you
turn your flash off on your phone or camera
as it may startle the penguins. We will keep
you updated about these little guys over the
next few months.
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Saturday 28 September
Sunday 6 October
Sunday 13 October

TOUR OVERVIEW

Duration: 3 hours approx
Departure: 1.30pm Picton Marina –
Town Wharf 5 (check in 1.15pm)
Cost:
$49 per adult
$22 per child
$120 per family (2 adults and up to
3 children - 5-15 years)
Transport: MV Odyssea - luxury 20
metre catamaran
To book visit www.
marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz

THOSE PESKY PESTS
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If you have been following
conservation posts or newspaper
articles across the country then you
will be aware that there is currently
a mast year underway. During a
mast year trees flower, fruit and seed
at a much higher rate. Prior to the
arrival of introduced predators this
would have led to increases in our
native wildlife due to an abundance
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of food resources. However, these
days this increase in food also means
an increase in mice and rats and in
turn stoats. Once the seed or fruits
have gone the increased number of
predators turn on our native wildlife.
This year has actually been labelled
a “megamast” as both beech and
podocarp forests are masting. At
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary we are
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seeing higher rat catch rates than
ever and we expect that this will
continue into spring. At present
planning is underway to assess rat
populations at the Sanctuary using
tracking tunnels. With effective
control measures in place the
tracking rate should decrease over
time and we hope eventually allow us
to start reintroducing native species.

THANK YOU
SCENIC HOTEL!
JOIN THE TEAM

The weed team are being kept busy at
the Sanctuary and are always looking for
new helpers. Full training will be given on
recognising the target plants and methods
of eradication. There are a range of tasks
and different physical requirements, so many
people would find a level which suited them.
Call Judith on 5736275 to discuss signing up.

KEEP IN TOUCH
WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
PHOTO: Rachel, our Project Coordinator and Carmel, manager
of Scenic Hotel Marlborough, presenting a cheque for over
$400! This is the profit made from the sale of beautiful Tui bird
products at the hotel. “We are so pleased to be able to help the
Trust continue their amazing work!” - Carmel

EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint
VISIT US 14 Auckland Street, Picton
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family Trust; Tory Channel Contracting; Outward Bound;
Sam Contracting; Scenic Hotel Marlborough
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