Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary

NEWSLETTER
Our Mission: To enrich the community through the restoration and guardianship of an indigenous Marlborough Sounds wildlife
sanctuary, in which the natural ecosystems, native flora and fauna flourish in a predator-free environment that can be appreciated by all.

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT
I suspect most of you, like me are
looking forward to the end of this wet
miserable winter and some warmer
spring days. Strange how much of
the inclement weather has struck
over the weekends making conditions
for those doing working bees and
monitoring much more trying. A big
thank you to everyone who kept on
doing regardless.
With the Kaipupu AGM fast
approaching on Sunday 2nd
September it is a good time to
reflect on the contribution our two
coordinators, Rachel and Trudy, make
to the smooth running of Kaipupu.
Trudy has had a very busy winter
organising our new trapping layout,
a very involved process. This has
required mapping and GPSing the
position of each trap plus working
out a new numbering system for
each trap position then entering all
the information into our computer
recording program “Catch It” and
printing out new recording sheets.
Then to implement the new system
several well run and attended working
bees were held. I feel that along with
the workers passion for Kaipupu they
turn out because of the high regard
they have for Trudy. It has been
great to see the number of Blenhiem
volunteers who have made the effort
to come through to these working
bees.
Rachel’s work load and output never
ceases to amaze me - running the
shop, writing up a Biodiversity Plan
and a Management Plan to name
but a few. Then there is the constant
need to apply for grants for the all

important funds to keep Kaipupu
running. Here is a sample of the
successful ones that have recently
come to fruition.
• James Sharon Watson
Conservation Trust for a lizard
survey of Kaipupu
• Pub Charity for pest control
equipment
• Weedbusters for weed control
equipment
• Freshchoice Supermarket for the
Matariki Festival supplies.
If that wasn’t enough Rachel
instigated and organised our
successful coffee and hot chocolate
stall at the recent Matariki Festival
on the Foreshore. Kaipupu is indeed
very lucky to have two very dedicated
co-ordinators who certainly go the
extra mile for us. Thank-you both.
I would also like to mention one of
our Rimu sponsors, New Zealand
King Salmon, who have been with
us from the beginning. They have
just recently doubled their yearly
sponsorship from $5,000 to $10,000
per year. Your generosity is truely
appreciated.
Kaipupu is very lucky in the way local
businesses have and do continue to
support us. A recent example of this
is Tory Channel Contracting who
generously made and donated the
handrail for the new kayak ramp, an
expensive stainless steel “add on”
that was necessary for us to get final
compliance for the ramp.
Looking forward to warmer weather
and seeing you all at the AGM.
Gerald Harper
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RIGHT: Nozz and Ali Fletcher
photographed at home in front
of their bird friendly plantings
Image: Rachel Russell

WHEN GOOD
VOLUNTEERS RETIRE
Finding keen volunteers is hard work for any
community organisation and when you find
the perfect person (or people) it is very hard
to let them go again.
At Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary we
have an amazing team of volunteers
who help with pest and weed
control, maintenance, monitoring,
governance, fundraising and events
but at some point, we have to say
goodbye to our treasured volunteers.
Now don’t get me wrong this isn’t an
obituary, more like a thank you for
all the hours you put in, a cheer for
your commitment to the Sanctuary
and last of all, see you around as
we know you won’t be able to keep
away.
Two of our supporters and
volunteers, Nozz and Alison Fletcher
are, as Nozz tells it, “greenies
from way back”. Their dedication
to protecting and enhancing the
environment has been a life long
pursuit. You may recognise them
too - Nozz is a performer, an artist
of the stage and even a living statue
on occasion. Ali, was a teacher who
also helped at local schools with
reading recovery programmes. They
are no strangers to volunteering and
have collectively put in hundreds if
not thousands of hours of their time
to different projects across New
Zealand.
They came to Picton in 1989
from Auckland where Ali, a full
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time teacher, solo mum to seven
children, three of her own and the
four orphaned children of friends,
had met widower Nozz with his
two teenagers. Building an eco
house amongst the old man gorse
on the slopes above Waikawa
Bay they set about restoring the
native bush and campaigning for
environmental projects through
the Marlborough Environment
Centre. Their experience of raising
funds, propagating native species
and planting them out all over New
Zealand led them to participate
in the inaugural meeting of both
Guardian of the Sounds and the
Kaipupu Point Mainland Island
Society. Initially working to cut
access tracks for predator control on
Kaipupu Point they passed this role
to more able-bodied volunteers and
turned their focus back to potting up
seedlings often taken from Kaipupu
to grow on for replanting on Kaipupu
and the halo area of Picton and
Waikawa. Nozz established a plant
nursery adjacent to the Picton Men’s
Community Shed at the Powerhouse
Reserve where he and Ali have
lovingly raised hundreds of young
plants. These have been available
on a weekly basis from the Picton
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Powerhouse Maritime Heritage
Reserve and through dedicated
Spring and Autumn plant sales which
have not only contributed substantial
funds to Kaipupu but encouraged the
establishment of bird-friendly plants
throughout the area.
Nozz recently revealed he has lost
none of his passion to work for
the environment. Although the
recent plant sale at the Powerhouse
Reserve was the last that he and Ali
will organise and run he’s still keen
to be involved with the propagation
of endemic plant species from his
home. He hopes his story will inspire
increasing numbers of volunteers to
plant out their land with natives so
they can delight as he does in the
return of the songbirds which make
the bush their home.
So, if you are feeling inspired by Ali
and Nozz’s story and thinking of
volunteering then we think American
tennis player Arthur Ashe sums it up
pretty well – “Start where you are.
Use what you have. Do what you
can.”
Written by Nicky Jenkins and
Rachel Russell
Published in the Marlborough
Midweek - 8th August 2018

LIZARD SURVEY AT
KAIPUPU WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

ABOVE: A common
gecko lazing on rocks

MATARIKI FESTIVAL

Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary was proud to
involved with the first Matariki Festival
in Picton. Watching the sun rise on our
dawn tour was a great way to start the
day and our stall at “Aho” was a huge
success with $1500 raised by selling hot
drinks and sweet treats. Thank you to
everyone who supported these events
and to all those people who helped, in
particular Nicky Jenkins, Regan Russell,
Rose Prendeville, Mel Kellie and Dido
Harper. Some of the funds raised will
be used to purchase hi vis vests for our
volunteers.

After birds, lizards are the
most diverse vertebrate group
in New Zealand. With more
than 110 recognised species,
they represent a significant
component of our native
fauna yet they are relatively
poorly known. New species
are still being discovered
and the taxonomy of many
cryptic species is being
revised regularly. All New
Zealand lizard species, with
the exception of introduced
rainbow skink, are endemic
to New Zealand. This level
of endemism and the fact
that 80% are recognized as
‘threatened’ or ‘at risk’ means
that protecting their habitats
and eradicating introduced
predators is vital to their
survival.
The species richness of
the Nelson/Marlborough
herpetofauna is higher than
any other DOC conservancy;
the Marlborough Sounds alone
have five species of gecko
and four skink species. Many
of these species are now
restricted to predator free
offshore islands. Historically,
lizards would have occupied
a variety of habitats from the
shoreline to the Marlborough

mountain ranges. Now due to
habitat modification, predation
from introduced mammalian
predators and competition
with Vespula wasps the range
of many species is dramatically
reduced.
At Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary
we aim to complete a survey
of the lizard fauna to gain a
better understanding of what
species are actually present.
The cryptic behaviour of many
species leads to difficulties
detecting these populations at
low densities so we are looking
to contract experts who can
help us to achieve this goal
through different trapping
methods as well as spotlighting
at night and day searching.
We will be looking for keen
volunteers to be part of this
process so please get in touch
with us if it interests you. We
would like to thank the James
Sharon Watson Conservation
Trust for the funding we have
received and we are now
working hard to raise the
remaining funds. If you are
keen to support this project
you can donate through our
website or on our givealittle
page (search “Kaipupu Wildlife
Sanctuary”).

WEEDBUSTERS
We were absolutely thrilled to receive funding
from Weedbusters to purchase new equipment
for weed control at the Sanctuary. We now
have all the necessary equipment to get our
weed team out and about removing weeds. If
you are interested in joining the weed team
please get in touch with us.
PAGE 3
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NATURE WATCH
AT THE SANCTUARY
For those who have visited the
Sanctuary recently you may have
noticed these tiny endemic orchids
growing on the banks of the main
walking track. The genus, Pterostylis,
comes from the greek words meaning
winged column (pteron - a wing and
stylis - a column). Within this genus
there are hundreds of species, found
in New Zealand, Australia, Papua New
Guinea and New Caledonia.

Pterostylis alobula, also known
as the winter greenhood.

Some New Zealand species of
greenhood orchids have a unique
mechanism to ensure that cross
pollination occurs. When an insect
lands on the lip of the flower it is
catapulted into the flower. As the
insect makes its way out it climbs over
the sticky stigma leaving pollen from
any plants it has visited previously.

As a volunteer at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary you might have heard a
rumour about the new club you need to join. As part of the security
upgrade at Port Marlborough our volunteers now need to complete
the Port User induction, it takes less than 30 minutes and you get a
great ID badge which allows you to access the Sanctuary once it is
completed. This induction provides important information about
using the port roads and more. For info contact Trudy or Rachel.

JOIN THE CLUB
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Rachel (Project Coordinator)
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
027 692 3488
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Trudy (Pest Coordinator)
kaipupupestmonitoring@gmail.com
027 626 4757

THOSE PESKY PESTS

Mid winter has come and gone, and the team at Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary are still working hard. With volunteer
hours soaring to 480 hours in June, the pest team have
been very busy reconfiguring the trapping lines and
adding in a few extra traps. Trapping during this time has
been reduced but there are still a few rats being caught.
Mice traps have now been removed from the Sanctuary
ahead of a new design being implemented.
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who

has been involved during this time, it has been a massive
effort and one that will hopefully see us achieve better
catch rates and eventually complete removal of rats and
a reduction in mice numbers.
We would also like to acknowledge the support of Pub
Charity who provided funding for new traps and the
materials to create the new mouse traps.
BBQ supplies for our hard working volunteers are thanks
to Picton Freshchoice, thanks Hamish and team.
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FIGURE 1: Reconfiguration of the traps at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary means that volunteer hours have more
than doubled, with 480 hours work completed in June.
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KAIPUPU WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY AGM
The Kaipupu AGM provides a great
opportunity to hear more about what
we have been up to at the Sanctuary
and our plans for the future. All
welcome.
WHEN: Sunday 2nd September, 10am
WHERE: Picton Library

KAIPUPU SHOP
The Sanctuary shop is open Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
9am - 3pm. We have a great range
of t-shirts, postcards, gift cards, art
and soft toys, with 100% of the profits
going back to the Sanctuary.

Five great t-shirt designs
Adults tees $35 ea
Childrens tees $25 ea
Infant tees $20 ea

Unique postcards
& greeting cards
from $1 ea

DAD’S GO FREE ON
FATHERS DAY
Celebrate Fathers Day with a trip to Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary travelling with Beachcomber
Cruises. Dad’s go free and everyone else travels
for $5 per person.
WHEN: Sunday 2nd September,
Depart Picton at 1pm, return at 2.30pm
TO BOOK: Beachcomber Cruises 03 573 6175
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A QUICK SNAPSHOT OF KAIPUPU

KEEP UP TO DATE

Make sure that we have your email
address so you can keep up to date
with all the exciting things happening
at the Sanctuary. If you haven’t
heard from us in a while then let us
know.

CONTACT US
WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint
www.twitter.com/Kaipupupoint

TOP : Our superstar volunteers enjoying some lunch after
helping with the new trap placement
BOTTOM: KPMIS committee members showing Conservation
Minister Eugenie Sage the Sanctuary (L to R: Nicky Jenkins,
James Wilson, Eugenie Sage, Gerald Harper, Rachel Russell,
Trudy Nicholas, Wendy Sullivan and Rose Prendeville)

VISITING THE SANCTUARY
Access is by boat only. You can take your own boat out there
or travel with one of the local water taxi companies. These
trips range in price from $20 - $69 return. You can also
access the Sanctuary by kayak. It is free to visit but your
donation is greatly appreciated!
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)
Do you know a someone interested
in supporting Kaipupu Wildlife
Sanctuary?

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough
PAGE 8Trust; Tory Channel Contractors; Outward Bound
Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family
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