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Our Mission

To enrich the community through
the restoration and guardianship of
an indigenous Marlborough Sounds
wildlife sanctuary, in which the natural
ecosystems, native flora and fauna
flourish in a predator-free environment
that can be appreciated by all.

This month:

• Chairman’s Comment

Andrew John accepting the Community Innovation award
at the Cawthorn Marlborough Environment Awards

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT
I have the greatest pleasure in
commenting on something you have
probably read in the local news media.
That is, Kaipupu won the Community
Innovation section at the Cawthorn
Marlborough Environment Awards.
This was all about Andrew John
and the work he does with school
children in Marlborough. There was
certainly no more deserving person
to receive such an award, well done
Andrew. Truly one of our unsung
heroes getting just reward for their
dedicated commitment to spreading
the conservation message.
I should finish my chairman’s
comments on that really positive note
but there is more good news.
We have been successful with another
Rata Foundation grant, funding part
of our coordinators wages. This time
round Rata have made this grant to
cover three years.
To achieve this long term funding our
reporting and management systems
have to be of a high standard, well

done Rachel and all the committee
members for achieving this.
We are pleased to report that
Marlborough Tour Co. have come on
board as one of our Rimu Sponsors
and we are looking forward to working
with them in the future.
Marlborough Tour Co. were also a
big part of our very successful Cruise
Fundraiser. Thank-you to everyone
who contributed to this financially
successful event your generosity is
greatly appreciated and so vital to
Kaipupu operations.
On Kaipupu the bush has suffered
from the very hot and dry conditions
to such an extent that we ceased all
machinery work because of fire risk.
Recent rains have seen the bush and
bird song recover quickly to normal
levels.
Look forward to seeing you on our
little piece of paradise.
Gerald Harper
Chairperson
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• CMEA feedback
• Cruise for Conservation
• Autumn and masts
• Those Pesky Pests
• Weed volunteers needed
• Our Sponsors

Contact Us
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/
kaipupupoint

CAWTHORN
MARLBOROUGH
ENVIRONMENT AWARDS
THE JUDGES FEEDBACK
The sanctuary is one of more than 50
“mainland islands” across Aotearoa
originally envisaged by Sir Paul
Callaghan, and while the project
won the Habitat Enhancement
Category of these Awards in 2015, an
important focus for the group now is
to take a more proactive educational
role.
Since 2005 an impressive number
of people have worked to build
the sanctuary with funding
from donations, sponsorships,
subscriptions and grants. There are
approximately 100 volunteers on the
database with about 30-40 getting
out each week to check traps.
The challenge is to motivate
more people to take action for
the environment. Currently this is
being achieved through a hands-on
conservation education programme
aiming to engage and inspire the
whole community. A particular
educational challenge is widening
the group’s reach to engage the
wider community as well as national
and international visitors. A variety
of tools have been developed to
achieve this including a bi-monthly
newsletter, taking part in the Toyota
Kiwi Guardians Programme, plant

sales, and guided tours which teach
visitors about native flora and fauna,
as well as encouraging them to be
involved.

The judges were impressed by:
• Kaipupu’s ability to flourish
thanks to the knowledge, skills
and commitment of the volunteers
who maintain tracks, guide visitors,
manage traps and plant natives; and
the paid, part-time staff
• There is significant technical
innovation and use of recycled
materials such as weta hotels and
Onduline lizard houses that are
transferable to other conservation
areas
• Collaborative approach is evident
in work with:
- Other groups dealing with issues
such as wilding pines, wasps and
Picton Dawn Chorus creating a halo
round Kaipupu. Kaipupu is also
working jointly with Picton Dawn
Chorus to complete a lizard survey of
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary, Victoria
Domain and the Wedge.
- Engagement with central and local
government to leverage scarce
resources
- Local sponsors
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• Inter-generational learning
commitment evident in programmes
delivered into schools as well
as welcoming schools, parents
and children on site and the
development of a wide range of
integrated resources also available
at their shop and open to visitors in
Picton
• A robust, long-running programme
that has kept performing despite
the inevitable uncertainties around
funding and policy settings due to:
- Well-articulated vision and active
strategic and operational planning
building on previous achievements
- Dedication to providing great casual
as well as guided visitor experiences
- A programme with breadth and
depth on the ground and with the
community
- Passion, commitment, knowledge
and skills of co-ordinators, the
relationship with sponsors and their
public acknowledgement of those
sponsors
• Quality of the work undertaken
and the ongoing maintenance
• The ability to mobilise such a large
and committed volunteer network

CRUISE FOR
CONSERVATION
Blessed with a warm
autumn evening, fine wine,
great food and even better
company the inaugural
Cruise for Conservation was
a huge success. Thanks to
Marlborough Tour Company
who provided MV Odyssea
we also had the perfect
location to enjoy the view
as we cruised to Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary and
down the Grove Arm. Barry
Maister, our new patron
offered a bit of history

and insight into what
the future holds for the
Sanctuary ahead of a three
course meal highlighting
local seafood including
New Zealand King Salmon,
mussels and clams.
We were thrilled to have
raised $3,400 through ticket
sales and the silent auction
during the evening.
A huge thank you to
everyone who attended and
to all our sponsors.

Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary is proud
to welcome our latest Rimu sponsor,
Marlborough Tour Company.
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“And all at once summer
collapsed into fall”
- OSCAR WILDE

MUD HOUSE WINE
DEALS FOR MEMBERS
Did you know that as a member
of Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary
you can get some great wine
deals with Mud House Wine. For
more information or a wine list
/order form then please get in
touch with Rachel via email
admin@kaipupupoint.co.nz or
pop into the shop at 14 Auckland
Street.

As cooler mornings herald the
arrival of Autumn, our native plant
species are putting on beautiful
Autumn displays of their own.
Instead of golden leaves falling,
abandoning stark branches; red
berries shine amidst corokia
leaves, bright yellow flowers adorn
kowhai trees and dusky purple
tawa drupes litter the walking
tracks at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary. This year with warnings of
a ‘mega’ mast, many are working
hard to contain the pest population explosion that coincides with
the abundance of fruit, berries and
seeds.
Masting, or very high seed production, occurs worldwide and in New
Zealand is particularly evident in
beech and podocarps like rimu but
also occurs in other species like
grasses (Chionochloa sp.) and flax,
which is less common worldwide.
There are many theories for why
certain species produce abundances of seeds and fruit in different
years including resource matching
(plants match their fruit output to
that of the resources available to
them), predator satiation (losses to
predators are reduced by varying
seed crop), environmental prediction (masting is timed to anticipate
favourable conditions for reproduction and establishment) and
wind pollination (large flowering
efforts increase the chances of
successful pollination). Recent
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studies have shown that differences between summer temperatures
annually can be used to predict
masting events.
Masting affects species at all
levels of the food chain; supplying an abundance of food to
herbivores which in turn results
in better reproductive success
and increased numbers and on
and on up the food chain. Mast
years can therefore also result
in increased pest numbers (from
rodents to predators like stoats)
so it is important that these types
of events can be predicted so that
more intensive pest control can be
implemented. This year Conservation minister Eugenie Sage has
committed $30 million to battle
the likely increase in pests across
New Zealand. To read more about
this visit https://www.stuff.co.nz/
environment/109165768/305-million-hit-planned-for-mega-mast.
What does that mean for Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary? At present we
are seeing high levels of fruit production in Tawa which may result
in increased rodent populations.
However, we expect to see increases in our catch numbers during
this time as well. In the next few
months, we are hoping to re-establish our monitoring programme
using tracking tunnels which will
help to predict changes in rodent
numbers through the seasons but
also annually.

THOSE PESKY PESTS

A comparison of catch data over the last couple of years show some interesting seasonal trends, we
can expect this to continue for March and April this year.
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During this period the
mouse traps were removed
and the rat trap layout was
reconfigured

It is interesting to note
that at different times
of the year our rat catch
numbers are exceeding
our mouse catch numbers.
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ABOVE: The official opening of our new
premises at 14 Auckland Street

ABOVE: A South Island robin photographed by Dido Harper
while completing pest control monitoring in late March
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WEED TEAM
VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED

The time has come to do some regular
weed control on Kaipupu. Ben Minehan
and his team from Weedsolutions have
been removing the large weeds such as
Pine trees and Sycamore tree seedlings,
plus major infestations of Old Mans Beard.
We need to do our part by working along
the track edges to remove any small
weed plants and help reduce the ongoing
problem.
If you are keen to be part of a team who

would carry out regular forays along the
tracks controlling various target weeds,
please ring Judith Manning 5736275 to
get more details and to sign up for this
volunteering job.
For volunteers checking traps, you can also
help by noting down weed positions (give
the nearest trap site number) on your data
sheet.
This will make it easier for the weed
workers to go straight to the problem.

TRY SOMETHING A LITTLE DIFFERENT
THIS EASTER
Don’t like whitebait fritters, how about a chocolate
Giant Kokopu instead? We now have these
delicious fair trade and organic chocolate
fish for sale at the shop. Get in quick
before they swim away.

IMAGE:

CHOCFI
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Stand out in a crowd, on the roads and in the bush. Our custom high vis vests
have arrived - if you haven’t got one then get in touch with us to pick one up. It
is important that these vests are worn when you are in the port area but you can
also wear them while you are at the Sanctuary. For info contact Trudy or Rachel.

KEEP IN TOUCH
WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint
VISIT US 14 Auckland Street, Picton

VISITING THE SANCTUARY
Access is by boat only. You can take your own boat out
there or travel with one of the local water taxi companies.
These trips range in price from $20 - $69 return. You can
also access the Sanctuary by kayak. It is free to visit but
your donation is greatly appreciated!
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS (recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family Trust; Tory Channel Contracting; Outward Bound;
Sam Contracting; Scenic Hotel Marlborough
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