Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary

NEWSLETTER
Our Mission: To enrich the community through the restoration and guardianship of an indigenous Marlborough Sounds wildlife
sanctuary, in which the natural ecosystems, native flora and fauna flourish in a predator-free environment that can be appreciated by all.
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT
Recently I guided two Americans
around Kaipupu, they were just so
enthusiastic about the Sounds, the
sanctuary and all this being so close
to Picton. This reinforces how lucky
we are to live where we do.
We are very pleased to have ten rowi
kiwi chicks on the Sanctuary this
year, they are once more enthralling
visitors who are lucky enough to see
them in the penguin boxes scattered
around along the walking track.
Since the last newsletter, everyone
involved in Kaipupu has been quietly
working away keeping everything
running like a well oiled machine.
Alan and his team have been busy
keeping the track open and dealing
with the after effects of the two
cyclones that have come our way.
Vince has been putting the new
mower to good use with grass area
which is looking very smart indeed.
Some of you will have seen Ben
Minehan (Weed Solutions) and his

workers out on the sanctuary helping
us get on top of the worst of the
weeds, this has been made possible
by funding from the WWF Habitat
Restoration Fund.
Trudy has kept the volunteers and
the monitoring system all running
smoothly. All the while Rachel
has the shop open and dealing
with our administrative affairs. A
recent highlight was our successful
application to the Rata Foundation
for coordinator’s wages. This was a
significant amount and we are truly
grateful for this, without the support
and generosity of such organisations
Kaipupu would struggle to exist in its
present form.
I may sound like a stuck record the
way I go on about the efforts of
everyone involved on and off the
sanctuary but without the time and
effort you put in, there would be no
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.
Gerald Harper - Chairperson
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FIVE YEARS ON
Time has a way of flying by and it is not until you stop
for a moment that you realise just how much time
has passed. This year, Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary
is celebrating five years since it was opened to the
public (and thirteen years since the Sanctuary was
first proposed in 2005). To say that the success of
the Sanctuary is down to good relationships and
partnerships is an understatement. Without the
support of our volunteers, sponsors, local businesses
and the community, the aim of creating a predator free
Sanctuary for everyone to enjoy would be just a dream.
Over the last five years and beyond, the Sanctuary
has had many dedicated volunteers, those involved
with the management committee, pest monitoring,
maintenance, building projects, translocations, school
visits, guiding and many more activities. The success of
the Sanctuary is closely linked to the commitment and
hard work of these volunteers and with an average of
200 hours per month spent on trapping alone it is no
small job.
As a volunteer organisation we rely on sponsors,
granting agencies and local businesses for financial,
technical and in-kind support. Almost every project
at the Sanctuary has required some form of support;
funding has meant that wasp control (Marlborough
District Council/Port Marlborough/Veronica Trust),
weed control (WWF Habitat Protection Fund), the kayak
ramp (Pub Charity/Wilderness Guides), interpretative
signage (Pub Charity) and shop displays (Pub Charity)
have been completed. Not to mention the $160,000
predator proof fence (Canterbury Community Trust)
which forms the first line of defence against invading
predators. In the last year alone, Marlborough District
Council and Rata Foundation have provided nearly
$50,000 for coordinator wages, who are then tasked
with ensuring that all these fantastic projects are
completed.
Technical support provided by the Department of
Conservation was vital for the South Island Robin
translocations (Department of Conservation) and
technical drawings by Shearwater Consulting enabled
us to provide a well-designed and safe kayak ramp.
Many local businesses have supported the Sanctuary for
numerous years, Blacks Fasteners who provide screws
and bolts for nearly every project requiring fixing and
fastening, Picton Freshchoice who support us through
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their community fund providing food for working bee
BBQ’s and events and local businesses TST Contracting,
Gary Kenny Barging, Tory Channel Contracting and
Beachcomber Cruises who provide a range of services.
The list of supporters starts to get even longer when
we include our sponsors. Our Foundation partners,
Port Marlborough and the Department of Conservation
provide the land for us to manage as a Sanctuary
but they also support many of our projects at the
Sanctuary financially and through in-kind support and
expertise. The relationship between the Society and
our foundation partners continues to develop as the
Sanctuary changes.
Bluebridge, The Cook Strait Ferry; Mud House Wine and
New Zealand King Salmon have been long term rimu
sponsors since 2009, 2014 and 2010 respectively. Their
sponsorship extends beyond the financial, with support
of events like The Pestival, product donations and
sometimes even organising the odd helicopter to place
a picnic table (Thanks Mud House). Our relationship
with kohekohe sponsors, Wilderness Guides and
Marlborough Gold Honey is equally as strong.
And then there is you, our members, our donors, our
visitors, your support means the world to us. We love
to hear from you, we are thrilled when you spot a kiwi,
when you find a new view to enjoy at the Sanctuary or
if you have an idea for fundraising. After all, Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary has been created for everyone
to enjoy, it is a project by the community – for the
community.
We are not finished however; there is still a lot of
work to do. So, while we celebrate our partnerships,
relationships and achievements we are still working
to achieve our biggest goal of becoming predator
free. As DOC releases the news that the 2100 hectare
islands of the Antipodes are now mice free, we can
optimistically aim for this as the future of Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary. To achieve this goal, we are looking
to the past, reviewing what has been done and using
this information to formulate a plan for the future. As
technology and innovation moves pest control forward,
we are reviewing our techniques to make sure that we
are using the best methods possible. We hope that you
will join us over the next five years, to what we hope
will be a predator free Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Above: Celebrating 10 years
since the creation of the
Sanctuary
Left: Barry Maister releasing a
rowi kiwi onto the Sanctuary in
2016
Below: The Sanctuary is
officially opened to the public in
March 2013
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KAIPUPU VEGETATION
SURVEY

These images, which form part of the annual vegetation
survey at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary show just how quickly
the native bush is recovering.

2013
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FUNDING KEEPS THE
SANCTUARY MOVING
FORWARD
Kaipupu Point Mainland Island Society contracts two
coordinators to ensure that all tasks at the Sanctuary are
completed effectively and efficiently. This year funding
from Rata Foundation and the Marlborough District
Council will ensure that this keeps happening.
Rata Foundation has supported
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary with
grants for many years and this
year we were thrilled to receive
funding again. The grant of $40,000
alongside a $6,500 grant from
Marlborough District Council means
that our coordinators are fully
funded.
The roles of Project Coordinator
and Pest Coordinator provide the

necessary link between our large
volunteer team and the Sanctuary
management team. They cover
a wide range of tasks including
managing volunteers, planning
pest control (mammalian predators
and weed control), admin tasks,
marketing, compliance, education
as well as grant applications,
translocation applications and much
more.

Five great t-shirt designs available
Adults tees $35 each
Childrens tees $25 each
Infant tees $20 each

Thank you to Rata Foundation and
Marlborough District Council for
your continued support of Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary.

KAIPUPU
SHOP
The Sanctuary shop is open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 9am - 3pm. We
have a great range of t-shirts,
postcards, gift cards, art and soft
toys, with 100% of the profits
going back to the Sanctuary.

Unique
postcards &
greeting cards
from $1 each
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SPOTTED

AT THE SANCTUARY
ABOVE: A common skink basking in the sun. Image supplied by
volunteer Brad Patrick
LEFT: Two rowi kiwi chicks spotted by visitors to Kaipupu

BELOW: In June last year, a group from Marlborough Active Dads
visited the Sanctuary and placed weta boxes along the main
track. Weta generally take time to establish in artificial refuges
so it was with much delight that a weta was discovered in one of
the boxes on the Sanctuary last week.

Every aspect of the Sanctuary runs on volunteer power
but every now and then injuries or accidents can slow
us down. We want to make sure that this doesn’t
happen. If you volunteer at, or visit the Sanctuary you
can help us by reporting any accidents or injuries. By
letting us know we can then remove or reduce the risk
for others.
Get in touch with our coordinators:
Rachel (Project Coordinator)
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
027 692 3488

RISKY BUSINESS
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Trudy (Pest Coordinator)
kaipupupestmonitoring@gmail.com
027 626 4757
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PREDATOR CONTROL REVIEW
As you probably know the committee commissioned a review of the predator control on Kaipupu and it is now back
in its final form. It says a lot of positive things about our structure in general, but also says we can do some practical
things to make sure, our rats, in particular, are under control.
This includes:
• Adding more DOC200s and gradually changing the architecture of the DOC200s to run through types.
• Changing the housing for the mouse traps
• Filling some coverage gaps with more DOC200s
• Scientifically conducting trials of different lures
• Continuing to collaborate with Port Marlborough and Picton Dawn Chorus to ensure reinvasion is limited
Over the next month we will be formalising a plan to achieve the above and during the winter months building,
distributing and implementing what is needed.
Keep an eye on this newsletter as well as pest team emails, for any changes as we go along, and also for a date of a
pest team volunteer gathering we will be holding, to explain things in better detail and to also get your feedback and
answer any questions.
Contributed by Trudy Nicholas - Pest Coordinator
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FIGURE 1: A review of our pest control programme will hopefully lead to decreasing rat numbers at the Sanctuary.
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FIGURE 2: Peaks in mice catch numbers in autumn are common each year so we can expect that the March and April
numbers will increase.
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AUTUMN PLANT SALE - NEW LOCATION
This years Plant Sale will take place at
the PowerHouse Reserve 8/10 Wairau
Rd (next to the Car Park) on Friday 4th
and Saturday 5th of May. If wet it will
be held on site in the Cargo Shed.
Once again the purpose – apart from
raising funds for the Kaipupu Wildlife
Sanctuary and the PowerHouse
Reserve - is to promote bird friendly
gardens to help sustain our native
birds – especially as they spill out from
Kaipupu. The plants (mainly native)

will range from trees, shrubs, flaxes,
grasses, herbs and groundcovers to
provide nectar and shelter for birds,
insects, and critters (such as lizards,
weta etc.)
All part of the GOOD NEIGHBOURS
HALO EFFECT. Picton Dawn Chorus
will also be selling traps (see www.
pictondawnchorus.nz for more
information about their project)
For out-of-towners and those of you
who cannot make it on the day please

see the pre-paid order form on the next
page. We will keep these for you to
pick up when you can. Phone Rachel
027 692 3488 to arrange time and
place.
We are looking to hold a car boot sale
alongside the plant sale on Saturday
5th of May, if you are interested in
having a stall please get in touch with
Rachel.

Andrew John and Nicky Jenkins
placing rimu sponsor signs at
the Sanctuary

KEEP UP TO DATE
Make sure that we have your email address so
you can keep up to date with all the exciting
things happening at the Sanctuary. If you
haven’t heard from us in a while then let us
know.

CONTACT US

WEB www.kaipupupoint.co.nz
EMAIL info@kaipupupoint.co.nz
www.facebook.com/KaipupuPoint
www.twitter.com/Kaipupupoint
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VISITING THE SANCTUARY

Access is by boat only. You can take your own boat
out there or travel with one of the local water taxi
companies. These trips range in price from $20 - $69
return. You can also access the Sanctuary by kayak. It is
free to visit but your donation is greatly appreciated!
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AUTUMN PLANT SALE - PRE ORDER FORM

NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE

PICK UP LOCATION

POWERHOUSE RESERVE/KAIPUPU SHOP/OTHER

NATIVE TREES
Ake ake Red
Ake ake Green
Karaka
Wine berry (Makomako)
Pittosporum eugenoides (Lemonwood/Tarata)
Pittosporum tenuifolium (Kohuhu)
Pittosporum crassifolium (Karo)
Griselinia (Kapuka)
Olearia (Tanguru)
Olearia (Akiraho)
Olearia cheesmanii (Streamside Daisy)
Olearia (Tree Daisy)
Coprosma (Karamu)
Coprosma grandifolia
Lace Bark
Cabbage tree (Ti Kouka)
Five finger (Puakou)
Lancewood
Kowhai
Mountain kowhai
Totara

Quantity

GROUNDCOVERS (Critter habitat)
Tussock Frosted Curl
Tussock Bronze
Tussock Orange
Tussock Blueberry
Crawling Coprosma Nigra
Crawling Coprosma Variegated
Crawling Coprosma Green
Purple bidibidi
Crawling fuchsia (large red berries)
NZ Iris

Quantity

All plants $4 each, supplied in PB 3’s.
Order form can be emailed to
admin@kaipupupoint.co.nz or
dropped into the Kaipupu shop.

SHRUBS
Coprosma Nigra
Kawakawa

Quantity

HEBES
Mountain Pale Mauve 2m
Veronica Magenta 1 ½ m +
Mauve 1 ½
Cerise 1m +
Red/Mauve ¾ m
Blue/Mauve ¾ m +
Pink Spreading ½ m
Alpine
Flax Cookianum (mountain, early
flowering) 1½ m early
Flax Bronze 1 ½ m
Flax Rainbow 1 ½ m
Chionochloa flavicans (Miniature Toetoe)
Dianella (Turutu/NZ Blueberry)
Renga Renga

TOTAL NUMBERS OF PLANTS 		

HERBS Bee bringers - and just plain healthy!
Spreading Rosemary
Borage
Turkey Thyme
Pizza Thyme
Lemon Thyme
Carpet thyme (mauve)
Carpet thyme (purple)
Lemon Grass
Lemon Verbena
Lemon Balm
Vietnamese Mint
Peppermint
Apple Mint
Winter Mint

X $4 EACH
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= $		

TOTAL
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THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU (from $5,000/year)

KOHEKOHE (from $300-$999/year)
Do you know a someone interested
in supporting Kaipupu Wildlife
Sanctuary?

GRANT FUNDING

HONORARY SPONSORS

(recognised for assistance with goods or services)

TST Contracting

SPECIAL THANKS TO: Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence;
Marlborough
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Helicopters; Fulton Hogan; Jordan Family
Trust; Tory Channel Contractors; Outward Bound
April
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