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Hello to all our members, volunteers and supporters I hope this newsletter finds you
safe and well, and not going too crazy in your lockdown situation. What unusual
times we are living in.
As you are probably aware Kaipupu has been in complete lockdown as well. Under
level three we are able to do one trap monitoring session which is underway at
present. Thank you to the team who are doing this check, it will be a big job after
such a long time of no checking, cleaning and resetting of traps. To get this event up
and running has involved an enormous amount of work by Trudy and Rachel with
consultation with Port Marlborough and DOC, thank you to all those involved who
helped get our monitoring up and going again.
During this time we are humbled by the support of our sponsors, members and
volunteers. We couldn't do this without you, so thank you to each and every one.
Now is also the time to support those local businesses that support organisations like
ours, please make sure to have a look at our supporters list at the end of this
newsletter and support them too!
As people have been saying during the lockdown “look forward to seeing you on the
other side” and of course on Kaipupu.

To create a wildlife sanctuary that can be
enjoyed by all, forever

OUR MISSION
Working together to enrich the community
through restoration and guardianship of
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary where native
flora and fauna flourish

Gerald Harper
Chairperson - Kaipupu Point Mainland Island Society

Accumulating leaves, long grass and weeds are the result
of the COVID-19 lockdown in the gardens, parks and
tracks around Marlborough. At the Sanctuary it is no
different, we are lucky to have an incredible team who
work hard to ensure that the tracks are safe and well
maintained for everyone to enjoy but after nearly five
weeks the tracks are also looking less than there usual high
standard. A quick wander around the Sanctuary last
Thursday (in preparation for one monitoring round this
week) picked up areas where leaves, sticks and punga
fronds littered the tracks and in one or two places some
larger logs had fallen. While kicking one such log off the
track, this large spider (right) was startled from its sleeping
spot. Measuring up to 27mm, the brown vagrant spider
(Uliodon albopunctatus) is endemic to New Zealand and
can have a painful bite! Happily in this case, the spider
was more keen to find some shelter and quickly
disappeared again.

PENGUINS OF PICTON PROJECT
In mid-March when New Zealand was preparing to go into
lockdown, Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary received an email from
the team at the Yealands Wines Marlborough Sustainability
Initiative with some very good news. We successfully gained
funding to complete a korora (little penguin) survey. This
survey will be completed on the Sanctuary but also on
surrounding areas of Picton and Waikawa using a trained
conservation dog. At this stage we are hoping to complete this
in October...watch this space!
We were also thrilled to see other local conservation groups,
Picton Dawn Chorus, Tui Nature Reserve and Marlborough
Sounds Restoration Trust, were also successful.

PREDATOR CONTROL
Autumn is normally an incredibly important time of year for predator control, this year for obvious reasons, this work has
completely stopped. After five weeks, with a little planning and permission from both our landowners, Port Marlborough and the
Department of Conservation, we will complete one monitoring round this week. We want to extend a massive thank you to all of
those volunteers who have put their hands up to help with this, albeit with a few new procedures in place to keep them safe from
COVID-19.

ABOVE: Fewer rats were caught in March this year but this will be the result of one less monitoring round due to COVID-19.
We expect to see a good number of catches when our amazing volunteers complete their round over the next few days.

ABOVE: Our mice catch numbers are holding with a decreasing catch rate and smaller seasonal peaks which is promising.
Again it will be interesting to see what this weeks round of monitoring holds for us.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW SPONSOR
We are thrilled to have PMH Aviation join us as a Kokekohe sponsor. They are a relatively new
business who offer scenic flights from Omaka Aerodrome. They operate a De Havilland Fox
Moth affectionally called "Foxy". This aircraft was bought new by Marlborough Aero Club in
1947 so they have bought it home to Marlborough after 61 years. Foxy is very historically
significant to Marlborough but also aviation in general. There are only about 7 Fox Moth's left
flying globally. They offer "Vintage Over the Vintage" scenic flights combining Marlborough's
love for aviation & wine.
You can visit their website here or check them out on Facebook.
Thanks PMH Aviation!
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