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The KPMIS Annual General Meeting is coming up on Sunday
30th August , 10am at Picton Library. Along with the usual
AGM business this will be an excellent opportunity to catch
up on our work over 2019 and hear about our plans for
future activities at the Sanctuary.
One important item at this year’s AGM will be making the
following change to the constitution:

Our Mission
To enrich the community
through the restoration and
guardianship of an indigenous
Marlborough Sounds wildlife
sanctuary, in which the natural
ecosystems, native flora and
fauna flourish in a predatorfree environment that can be
appreciated by all.

Reducing the quorum from 60% to 10%
If you are a current financial member you will receive more
information about this proposed change.
The AGM is also an opportunity for anyone interested in
joining the committee to put their hand up. We currently
have space on the committee and would welcome any
interest in this role. To find out more about what is involved
then pop in and see Rachel at the Kaipupu shop/office
Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm.
A reminder that to have voting rights at the upcoming AGM
you must be a current member, contact Rachel to confirm
your membership or for renewals.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT US
14 Auckland St, Picton ADDRESS
www.kaipupupoint.co.nz WEBSITE
info@kaipupupoint.co.nz EMAIL

WINTER 2020

CHAIRMANS
COMMENT
Dear members, supporters, volunteers and
friends of Kaipupu I hope you are all surviving
our “new normal”. Our winter does seem to
have been wetter and colder than usual but may
be that is an age thing!

A big thank you to all the volunteers who have
been braving the winter conditions to carry out
our trapping and monitoring. We applaud your
commitment to this most important part of
Kaipupu.
Alan’s maintenance team namely Vince, Donald,
Richard along with Nathan of Bully’s
Construction have made a great job of leveling
out some of the rougher parts of the main track.
With more shingling to be carried out once the
ground conditions have dried out the main track
will be very smart indeed.
On the volunteer front we say goodbye to Lee
and Rob McPhail who have moved to the West
Coast. Lee and Rob have done a phenomenal
amount of work on Kaipupu. Their handy work
can be found all over Kaipupu with many steps
cut and ropes deployed on steeper sections of
tracks. One of the more obvious McPhail
landmarks are the great set of steps going up to
the sheds behind the boat yard, a Rob initiative.
Best wishes and many thanks for all the two of
you have done for Kaipupu over many years.
On a house keeping matter I would encourage all
members to respond to our request in this
newsletter as we try to get changes to our
constitution sorted at our next AGM.

Let us hope for an early Spring and warmer
weather.

Track tidy up

Gerald Harper

Our track maintenance team and Nathan Bull from Bully
Construction have been busy at the Sanctuary over the
last few days. To make access around the Sanctuary
easier some of the steeper areas on the main track have
had the incline reduced.

Chairperson

ANOTHER TOOL IN
THE TOOLBOX
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary has been open to the public of the unrelenting rat population. The committee has
for seven years this year, but our team of volunteers

carefully considered the options available and will be

has been working on the project since 2006. In this

following best practice for application of the toxin.

time, we have installed a predator proof fence,

established a robust trapping programme, eradicated
all mammalian pest species except rodents, initiated
weed control across the Sanctuary, completed
translocations, became a rowi kiwi creche site and so
much more. Our goal of becoming a pest free haven
for native wildlife is ongoing and we now looking at
introducing a new tool to our toolbox.

KPMIS is currently applying for permits to use, if
needed, the pesticides Diphacinone (Pestoff Rat bait),
pindone pellets and cholecalciferol (Feracol).
Diphacinone or pindone when used will be placed in
bait stations. Cholecalciferol paste is contained in
biodegradable containers called strikers and are for use
in coastal areas where bait stations are not located.
The KPMIS committee believe that if the toxin

Over the last few years, we have been carefully

application is successful then the current intensive

analysing the data collected through our trapping

trapping programme will be enough to keep the rodent

programme and more recently through tracking tunnel numbers lower than 5% and we hope eventually lead

monitoring. After four rounds of tracking tunnel

to eradication from Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary. This

monitoring we are not seeing any significant changes in decision was not made lightly and we know that there
the tracking rates of rats and at 47% in the most recent will be some resistance to using toxin at the Sanctuary
round it is much higher than the 5% threshold for

but we believe that if we want to reach our goal of a

reintroducing native species like the South Island robin. pest free Sanctuary then we need to look at every
This information, along with advice from external

option. We welcome any feedback or discussion

experts, our local DOC team and the Island Eradication

regarding this.

Advisory Group has lead the KPMIS committee to look
at using toxin at the Sanctuary in an effort to get on top

Weed control at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary
Since 2017 a regular regime of weed control has been undertaken at the Sanctuary. Thanks to funding from
the MDC Community Fund and the WWF Habitat Protection fund contractors from Weed Solutions have
completed some of this work annually with the rest being undertaken by our small volunteer weed team.
Together they have removed 20 different weed species including thousands of sycamore and old man’s beard
plants. Our weed team leader, Judith Manning, keeps detailed records of the weed species, location and the
methods of control used. This work is ongoing and requires more help. Once you have been through training
you can visit the Sanctuary whenever suits to complete your assigned areas. This can be done solo or as part
of a small team.
On Saturday 8th of August Judith will taking a group to Kaipupu for some weed control training, if you are
interested please contact Judith on 0210 227 3250. If you can’t make this date but are still keen to find out
more please give Judith a call.

The usual seasonal peaks and troughs are evident in the catch numbers over 2019 and early 2020. In late March/
April 2020, due to COVID-19 there was a six week period where no trapping occurred; however with traps set
the Sanctuary was not left completely unprotected. Our rat tracking tunnel rates (red dots) have remained
stable since December 2019 and with a goal to get this under 5% and maintain it we are looking at new pest
control tools to achieve this. A increase in mouse tracking rates may show an increase in activity with winter
approaching.

2013

2020

VEGETATION
PHOTO POINT
SURVEY
The annual vegetation
survey helps to track
changes in the plant
structure and composition
of sixteen sites along the
main walking track at
Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary.
Images of the canopy, sub
canopy and forest floor
provide a visual record of
regeneration over time,
pictured right are a
comparison of images from
the main track from 2013
and 2020.
Many of the scars or gaps in
vegetation created when
developing the main walking
track are now well covered
in vegetation. In some
places making them almost
unrecognisable as the same
sites.
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KIDS GUIDE
REPRINTED
Our strategic goal, inspire or whakahihikotanga, is
about inspiring visitors of all ages to value Kaipupu
Wildlife Sanctuary and through this connection
with nature be inspired to take action for the
environment. One of the ways that we aim to
achieve this is through our education programme.
For any students visiting the Sanctuary with our
educator Andrew John, they will get a copy of our
Kids Guide to Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary. This is
the second edition of this book and has been
printed thanks to funding from Blenheim Lions
Club, MDC Community Fund and a donation from
the Thorburn Family Trust. We can’t wait to see
what all the students think!

Calling all
teachers
We want to take you on an adventure
at Kaipupu Wildlife Sanctuary!
During the September/October school
holidays join us at Kaipupu Wildlife
Sanctuary and discover some of the
activities that we have on offer for your
students. Interested? Get in touch
with Rachel to register your interest or

to find out more:
admin@kaipupupoint.co.nz
027 692 3488

THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS
FOUNDATION PARTNERS

RIMU SPONSORS

KOHEKOHE SPONSORS

GRANTING AGENCIES

HONORARY SPONSORS

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Kenny Barging; Le Cafe; Picton ITM; Nigel Hutchinson; Robyn Spence; Marlborough Helicopters; Fulton Hogan;
Jordan Family Trust; Tory Channel Contracting; Outward Bound; Sam Contracting; Scenic Hotel Marlborough;
Blenheim Lions Club; Thorburn Family Trust; Bully Construction

